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David Simons, Project Lead
Bureau of Land Management
Rawlins Field Office

P. O. Box 2407

Rawlins, Wyoming 82301

Dear David Simons:

Following are the comments of the Wyoming Department of Agriculture on your Final
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for the proposed Atlantic Rim Natural Gas
Development Project.

Our comments are specific to our mission: to be dedicated to the promotion and
enhancement of Wyoming=s agriculture, natural resources, and quality of life. As this
proposed project affects our agriculture industry, our natural resources, and the welfare of
our citizens, it=s important that we be kept informed of proposed actions and decisions and
that we continue to be provided the opportunity to express pertinent issues and concerns.

We commend the officials in the Rawlins Field Office (Rawlins FO) of the Bureau of
Land Management (BLLM) for their continuing coordination with state and local
cooperating agencies, They actively considered our comments and incorporated many of
them into the environmental study. We also appreciate the increased emphasis in this
FEIS on identifying the acres of disturbance, not just the number of wells, created by this
project.

We definitely support the two exceptions to re-injection of produced water for the
Colorado River Basin. Produced water can greatly benefit livestock and wildlife and the
first exception that allows a closed system for produced water provides those benefits
with no harm to the basin. The second exception recognizes the importance of providing
water for livestock and wildlife to offset the water lost from artesian wells, springs, and
seeps as a result of coal bed natural gas production. Both exceptions will allow grazing
permittees to contribute to meeting Wyoming BLM Standards and Guidelines for Healthy
Rangelands

We also praise the field office for their identification of the impacts of this proposed
project upon agriculture producers. This presentation of effects depicts the costly
consequences of this project upon grazing permittees and could be used as a model for
other EISs in its analysis of the repercussions of this project upon agriculture producers.
We appreciate the accurate depiction of the effects of this project upon livestock grazing,
agriculture producers, and landowners, and we especially extol the requirement for
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