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August 26, 2008

Jay L. Dunbar, District Ranger
Greys River Ranger District
Bridger - Teton National Forest
P.O, Box 339

Afton, WY 83110

Dear Mr. Jay Dunbar:

Following are the comments of the Wyoming Department of Agriculture (WDA) on your
Scoping Notice for a proposed Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Little Greys
Cattle & Horse Allotment in the Greys River Ranger District of the Bridger — Teton
National Forest.

Our comments are specific to our mission: to be dedicated to the promotion and
enhancement of Wyoming's agriculture, natural resources, and quality of life. As this
proposed project affects our agriculture industry, our natural resources, and the welfare of
our citizens, it’s important that we be kept informed of proposed actions and decisions and
that we continue to be provided the opportunity to express pertinent issues and concerns.

The proposed revisions 1o the Allotment Management Plan (AMP) will significantly impact
grazing permittees, agriculture producers, and landowners, in and near the Little Greys
Cattle and Horse Allotment. These impacts must be included in the analysis.

Consider comments regarding the ing s
We encourage the Bridger-Teton WNational Forest (BTNF) to consider our comments
regarding specific areas of the Scoping Statement. The WDA comments are as follows:

e Background Information Section (Page 1) states that the allotment is located within
DFC-1B and DFC-12. DFC-1B is *...managed for commercial activities with many
roads and moderate to occasional emphasis on other resources. Management
emphasizes scheduled wood-fiber production, livestock production, and on other
commodity outputs.” DFC-12 is *...managed for high-quality wildlife habitat and
escape cover. big-game hunting opportunities, and dispersed recreation activities.”

o The Purpose and Need Statement does not consider the differences in
management of each pasture as it relates to the BTNF Land and Resource
Management Plan (Forest Plan). It is intuitive that these two management
areas have differing strategies and output measures and should not be treated
as having the same allowable-use standards.

o The analysis in the EA must consider the differences in the two management
areas.
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Purpose and Need Section (Paragraph 1, Page 2) states “The existing livestock
grazing management program on the allotment has evolved over several decades that
has allowed for the upward trends in rangeland conditions.™
o Give the permittees credit for their stewardship and proper management to
allow for the improvement of the rangeland conditions.
© Do not penalize the permittees for ecological factors beyond their control,
such as severe drought conditions, limited fire frequency. high sagebrush
canopy cover, and encroachment of aspen, etc
o Consider the recent improvement in rangeland conditions that has occurred
during severe drought conditions, and consider all other ecological factors
that affect rangeland conditions.

Desired Conditions Section (Paragraph 1, Page 3) states “...some of the resulting
ecological conditions (e.g., high sagebrush canopy cover) may currently limit
recovery of some plant communities more than the current effects of livestock
grazing.

o Itis clear by this statement that the allotment has several issues regarding its
current conditions and livestock grazing is only one of many factors needing
analyzed in the EA.

o Do not single out livestock grazing.

o Other factors to consider in the EA are the several consecutive years of
drought conditions, wildlife impacts on vegetation and riparian areas,
recreational uses, reduced fire frequency, encroachment of aspen, sagebrush
canopy cover, ele.

Bullet 1 #2 Pag: 5] states “If the allmble-m is reached on key areas prior to the
scheduled off-date, permittees are required to remove their livestock from the
allotment earlier than scheduled.”

o We support proper grazing management as a way of ensuring a standard for
healthy range conditions for key areas.

© The current management practices do not need to be revised, based on
existing data and upward trend of vegetative conditions.

o Reducing the time on the allotment from 113 days to 93 days does not ensure
a positive change will occur in key areas.

o Ways in lessening the impacts to key area that need to be considered:
stockwater facilities developed away from key areas, distribution of minerals
away from key areas, electric fence, and herding, etc.

o We strongly encourage the BTNF to maintain the current season-of-use days
at 113,

* Proposed Action Section (Best Management Practices, Bullet #2, Page 6) states

“Livestock are removed from each pasture and/or the allotment based on allowable-
use standards designed to ensure the remaining herbaceous plant material is
sufficient to provide for plant vigor, litter, soil protection, sediment trapping (in












