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September 15, 2009 

Chuck Otto, Field Manager 
Pinedale Field Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
P.O. Box 768
 
Pinedale, WY 82941
 

Dear Mr. Otto: 

Following are the Wyoming Department of Agriculture's (WDA) comments pertaining to the Scoping 
Notice to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) under the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) for the LaBarge Platform Exploration and Development Project (Project). The Project proposes to 
analyze the addition of 1,000 additional wells within the existing LaBarge Platform Project Area (PA). 

Our comments are specific to our mission: dedication to the promotion and enhancement of Wyomin~s 

agriculture, natural resources, and quality of life. As the proposed project affects our agriculture 
industry, our natural resources, and the welfare of our citizens, it's important you continue to inform us 
of proposed actions and decisions and continue to provide us the opportunity to express pertinent 
issues and concerns. 

The existing oil and gas development of approximately 2,940 wells has already heavily impacted the PA, 
We encourage the Pinedale Field Office (PFO) recognize and account for these impacts in the analysis of 
cumulative effects. The majority of the existing wells are located within the North laBarge Common 
Allotment. The existing impacts, along with the additional proposed new wells may negatively impact 
vegetation, wildlife habitats, grazing allotments and livestock grazing operations. It is critical the PFO 
determine what criterion creates significant impacts to livestock grazing operations on the 25-grazing 
allotments, and develop methods to reduce/mitigate these impacts below the significance level. 

Mitigation of impacts to vegetation and livestock grazing must be identified. The WDA has attached a list 
of potential mitigation measures to consider as part of a "tool box" to reduce impacts to rangelands and 
grazing operations (See attached Potential Mitigation Measures). We strongly encourage the PFO work 
extremely close with all permittees impacted by the proposed project. This entails incorporating annual 
meetings to discuss grazing plans and rangeland improvement projects for the upcoming year for the life 
of the field. 

The WDA would encourage the NEPA analysis include the socio and economic importance livestock 
grazing and ranching has on the local economy, but also to the protection of open space and wildlife 
habitats as referenced in Ranching in the Rockies, Threats and Signs of Hope (Yarbrough et al. 20061

). 

1 Yarbrough, A., J. Kapela, and C. O'Brady. 2006. Ranching in the Rockies, Threats and Signs of Hope. The 2006
 
Colorado College State of the Rockies Report Card. 6 pages.
 
http:/www.coloradocollege.edu/StateoftheRockies/06ReportCard/21-26%20in%20the%20Rockies.pdf.
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