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(9)10/1/62 - Stephena 

Mr. Kenneth R. Sturm~n 

Coordinator-S~cret~ry 

St.te Soil and W.ter 
,~ 0 n s e rv • t 1. CJ 1". ~ OIlUJl itt t' e 
308 Capitol Building 

L~ir Mr. Sturman: 

Thi5 is in reply to your letter of September 27, 1962 
.ddressed to Mr. Grly in which you aak the opinion of th1a 
office in regard to the fol~owing questionl: 

-Does a 5011 and water conservation district have 
authority or right to ask for, or to receive 
financial help from county govern.ent?

"~at is the legal procedure for a soil and water 
conservation district to ask, and 5ecure financial 
assiitance froll the county government in which the 
district is located?

-By what legal .eans may ~ 50i1 and water conserva
tion diltrict receive financial assistance from the 
county government in waich the district is 10c.ted7

~n r~ply thereto, • 5011 and water (0n~~rvitiJn JlstIl~t 

~""t:& n0t. h .. ve "u'thor1ty to iSle the ~oun~.., gov@rnment for .ny 
~~X levy f0r tn~ir benefit. 

·Counties have only the powers expre$&ly granted by 
St.te or necess~rily or rea.onably implied from powers 
grant~d.u 1 of ~yllabus, Hyde,v. Com.111ioners pf Converse 
County, 41 Wyo. 101. . 

,/ 
, No such power ha' been granted by the Legislature to the 

co~nti~s of the State, nor has ~ny such power been granted 
f~orn which such • right aay be necessarily or re.&onably im
plied tnerefroWl. 
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H;JWever, under the provisions of Sec. 11-2.~. ftyocaing 
St_tute,. 19~7. ~s ~.ended by Ch. ~3, Section 2 and Ch. 193. 
Section 9, both of Session L~w& of Wy~no, 1~9•• loil ~nd 
water conservation diltrict il ~uthorlzed to cooperate and to 
eAter into aoreeaents with ~ny agency. 90vern-ent~1 or other
.iie, to a.ke the i8prov~entl which they are authorized to 
carry out by the authority of sub-sectien (t) of that Section. 

Under lub-set-tion (~) just referred to, I .011 .nd 
water conservation cti$trict 15 authorlzec: 

-AI • condition to the extending of any benefits 
under thil act ('I 11-234 to 11-2~O) to, or the 
perfo~nce of work upon, any land not owned or 
controlled by thi& itate or any of It5 agencies,
th ervilori aay require contributionllin 
money, services. materiall. or otherwise to ~ny 
operation, conferring such benefits and may re
quire owners and occupiers of land to enter into and r	 perfo~ such ~~ree.ents or COGvenants (covenanta) ., 
to the perm.nent use of such landl ai will tend to 
prevent or control erolion and prevent flood .~ter 

and sediment damagel thereon and to promote the 
belt use of such lands: (Law& 19~9, ch. ~3. I 2: 
ch. 193, t 9.) 

This provision authorizes the loil and water conservation 
district to make a~ree~ents with other governmental &ub-divisions 
or with priv.te organizationl to carry out th~ practices of tAe 
loil and water conlervation district and wuthorize. the con
s arvat i vn d1, t ric t tore qu ire '" harqe Ito pa y f (l T t h ~ a 5 .. t 5 t. 01 ~ C f 

\,j[U\ ... .,c. In th~1 ••y, the .oil and wiitf:'r ron .. ervation :::11strict 
c.y r~qvire the ;~unty to par a reason.ble a.,.ls.ent fo~ the 
benefitl conferr~ct upon any and owned by the county. 
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