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Dear Donna: 

Enclosed is your letter dated May 31, 1989 regarding 
liability coverage for conservation districts. After discussing 
the letter with Bill Gentle, he indicated that legal counsel for 
the districts should be provided by the Attorney General's Office 
as stated in W.S. 11-16-122 (ii), "Call upon the Attorney General 
of the state for legal services or employ their own counsel and 
legal staff." 

District board members are uncertain of the coverage 
provided by the state of Wyoming liability insurance plan. Do 
they need additional liability coverage, or is the state plan 
sufficient? Are we interpreting W.S. 11-16-122 (ii) correctly? 

The Wyoming Department of Agriculture and the Conservation 
Districts would appreciate your opinion in this matter. Thank 
you for your cooperation. 

GSjlms 
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Mr. Grant Stumbough 
Wyoming Department of Agriculture 
2219 Carey Avenue 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002-0100 

Dear Grant: 

I am writing in response to your letter dated March 12, 
1990. Your interpretation of W.S. ll-16-l22(b)(ii) is 
correct the conservation districts may call upon the 
attorney general for legal services or employ their own 
counsel and legal staff. 

Under the Governmental Claims Act (W.S. 1-39-101 through 
120), conservation districts are considered entities of local 
government. Each district must purchase coverage to be 
within the governmental insurance pool. 

Various factors are considered in establishing the 
premium rate. The three conservation districts which have 
already joined the insurance pool pay approximately $600 per 
year. For this premium, the board members are covered for 
acts described in W.S. 1-39-101 through 120. Otherwise, the 
board members have sovereign immunity for nonnegligent acts 
performed in the scope of duty. 

Any buildings or vehicles owned by the district are not 
covered by the Governmental Claims Act. Distr icts should 
purchase additional insurance for property owned by the 
district. 

If you have further questions, please callan us. 

Donna L. Rice 
Assistant Attorney General 
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