
Water Year 2011Water Year 2011

Steve Gray
stateclim@wrds.uwyo.edu



T d ’  T iToday’s Topics
• Water year 2011 (so far)Water year 0  (so far)

– focus on lower elevations 
• Snowpack from the perspective of • Snowpack from the perspective of 

regional climatology
W t r r 2010 vs  2011 • Water year 2010 vs. 2011 



% of Average Precipitation (vs. 1971-2000): December 2010



% of Average Precipitation: January 2011



% of Average Precipitation: February 2011



% of Average Precipitation: March 2011



% of Average Precipitation: April 2011



% of Average Precipitation: Past 30 Days



Peak precipitation over much of 
Wyoming occurs in late springWyoming occurs in late spring 



Temperature Departures: Feb-Apr 2011



Temperature Departures: Past 30 Days



Courtesy NRCS-NWCC



Historically 
La Niña Wet

Historically 
La Niña Dry (???)

Courtesy NRCS-NWCC



Courtesy NRCS-NWCC



Water Year Precipitation through May 2010:
Many Western Wyoming Sites Rank in Lowest 5%Many Western Wyoming Sites Rank in Lowest 5%

Courtesy NRCS National Water and Climate Center
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/







“Drought Free” Area By Year: 2000 2011Drought Free  Area By Year: 2000-2011



Online Resources



Other Resources to Support
Planning and Policy Related to
Drought and Climate Change



http://www wrds uwyo eduhttp://www wrds uwyo eduhttp://www.wrds.uwyo.eduhttp://www.wrds.uwyo.edu
http://www.wrds.uwyo.edu/sco/climate_office.htmlhttp://www.wrds.uwyo.edu/sco/climate_office.html
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http://waterplan.state.wy.ushttp://waterplan.state.wy.us
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