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The Wyoming Game and Fish Department (WGFD) is participating in Landscape Conservation
Cooperatives (LCC) established by the US Fish and Wildlife Service. The goal of LCCs is to inform on-the-
ground strategic conservation efforts at landscape scales. They evolved from a climate change focus,
which remains a significant part of their mandate, but have expanded to consider other ecosystem
stressors such as habitat fragmentation and invasive species. LCC partners include DOI agencies, other
federal agencies, states, tribes, non-governmental organizations, universities and others.

The Great Northern (western 2/3) and Plains and Prairie Potholes (northern eastern 1/3) LCCs occupy
the majority of Wyoming. The Southern Rockies and Great Plains LCCs occupy small portions in south
central and southeastern Wyoming. The WGFD has received funding from LCCs for research to
investigate Greater Sage-grouse response to wind energy development and to hire tech support to
implement its GIS based Decision Support System. Additional funding has been received to cover WGFD
expenses incurred through participating in LCCs. Climate change considerations were also integrated
into the recently revised Wyoming State Wildlife Action Plan using LCC funds.

The WGFD is a participant in the Western Governors Association Climate Change Committee. It has
funded a project to investigate the impact of mountain pine beetle epidemics on Species of Greatest
Conservation Need associated with this habitat. The WGFD continues to monitor weather conditions
including winter severity, snow pact, and basin reports for establishing game and fish harvests.



