Rangeland Health Assessment Program Update 2017-18

The Rangeland Health Assessment Program (RHAP) began in 2010 with the Wyoming
Legislature passing the RHAP bill providing $20,000 to the Wyoming Department of Agriculture
(WDA) to develop rules and processes, and a $100,000 going to the University of Wyoming for
the development of white papers and a database containing peer reviewed literature. Over the
past eight years program funding has grown from $100,000 in the 2011-12 to $200,000 for the
2015-16 and 2017-18 biennial budgets.

The programs principal focus is centered on the cooperative involvement of all parties,
beginning with the design of the project, education related to methodology, through all phases
of monitoring, leading to sustainable grazing now and into the future. This program provides an
avenue for the permittees to be more involved in adaptive management strategies, founding
decisions based on scientifically defensible data, and credible monitoring data for National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements essential for permit renewals.

To date, fifty-five projects have received $931,901 in program funding for on the ground
monitoring efforts and training for the permittees. The fifty-five projects equate to 4,240,865
acres of federal, state, and private lands being cooperatively monitored. These projects have
generated a combined total In-Kind/Match of $605,467 equaling a 64% match.

In 2017 — 2018 the WDA provided three opportunities for interested parties and eligible
governmental agencies to identify on-the-ground projects and apply for funding. Sixteen
proposals were received and reviewed by a committee composed of a technical expert from
each of the following agencies: Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Forest Service, Office of State
Lands and Investments, University of Wyoming and two employees from the WDA. The review
committee provided their rankings for the WDA Director’s review. The Director considers the
review committees information and provides his own recommendations for the Board of
Agriculture’s (BOA) consideration. The BOA weighed the review committee ranking, consider
the Director’s recommendations, and awarded eleven projects funding. (Primary information
relating to all approved projects for 2017 — 2018 see the “2017-18 RHAP Update - Table 2”
attachment).



Table 3 — Project Summary

Project Table Federal Size (acres) RHAP Match & Monit | Comp. General Actions: Ongoing or Completed
2017 -2018 Grants Manageme Funding | In-kind oring | Date
nt Plan

Project Name, Year Initiated,

Project Proponent

Extended Rangeland BLM Total BLM = $20,000 | $9,229.60 | Yes 9/30/19 | Ongoing — “I” category allotment

Monitoring South La Barge 98,000 under a 2003 Field Managers Decision

Common that does not allow for adaptive
management. Project will aid in

August of 2016 developing an adaptive grazing
management, and prioritize

Lincoln Conservation District improvements to improve or maintain
rangeland health & sage grouse
habitat.

Indian Creek & Devils Hole Forest Total FS = $19,960 | $12,610 Yes 5/18/18 Ongoing — “K-16 NEPA” project area,

Allotment Service 30,199 listed as an “A” priority on the Bridger-

Rangeland/Watershed Teton NF. Before this project the

Monitoring & Health allotments had very little monitoring

Assessment data available, collected data used to
inform K-16 Range NEPA expected in

August of 2016 FY 2018.

Lincoln Conservation District

Lake Alice — Buckskin Knoll — Forest Total FS = $19,960 | $12,610 Yes 5/31/18 Ongoing — “K-16 NEPA” project area,

Smiths Fork — Porcupine Creek | Service 42,345 data collected form this project will aid

Rangeland/Watershed
Monitoring & Health
Assessment

August of 2016

in laying the ground work necessary to
successfully complete the k-16 Range
NEPA project with the best available
science.




Lincoln Conservation District

Muskrat Open Il Monitoring BLM BLM= 98,959 $14,784. | $4,624.70 No 6/30/18 | Ongoing — Project will aid in
Project State Lands= 50 monitoring of previously established
7,567 sites on private, state, and federal
August of 2017 Private= 4,427 lands, including sites within the
Total= 110,953 Muskrat Basin Horse Management
Lower Wind River CD Area.
Medicine Bow RHAP 2018-19 BLM BLM= 123,760
State Lands= $20,000 | $32,088 Yes 12/31/20 | Ongoing — Collection of accurate &
August of 2018 2,210 defensible data in a cooperative &
Private= collaborative effort between the
Medicine Bow CD 30,440 permittee, BLM, FS & district staff.
Total = Collection of vegetation data will
156,410 support management decisions in the
permit renewal process.
North Tongue RHA 2017 Forest Total= 413,456 | $20,000 | $6,000 No 10/31/20 | Ongoing - Data collection using
Service traditional rangeland monitoring
January 2018 methods to compare against the Robel
Pole visual obstruction method. Done
Sheridan County CD to assist in resolving controversy
regarding BNF grazing allotments use
of Robel Pole Method of monitoring
since 2005.
Carnahan Cooperative BLM, BLM= 4,840 $17,000 | $9,028.04 Yes 1/15/19 Ongoing — Improve communications,
Monitoring Forest FS=7,712 determine current range and riparian
Service Total- 12,552 conditions and trends, aiding in
August of 2016 adaptive management and NEPA
analysis
Sublette County CD
North LaBarge Common BLM, BLM= 121,447 | $20,000 | $17,704.48 | Yes 2/1/19 Ongoing — Collect defensible rangeland
Rangeland Health Initiative Forest FS=12,242 health data, and work towards
Service State= 5,883 adaptive management to resolve

August of 2016

Total= 121,447

resource concerns, and develop a




Sublette County CD

cooperatively driven alternative for
permit renewal.

Sherman Resolution Forest Total= 16,354 | $19,922. | $25,424.05 | No 12/31/19 | Ongoing — Project involves

Monitoring Service 99 implementation of three elements of
monitoring required by the Sherman

August of 2017 Grazing Appeal Resolution; paired plot
clipping to measure forage utilization

Sublette County CD in riparian area, MIM’s, and data
collected to test the crosswalk theory
that 50% utilization equals 70%
retention.

Upper North LaBarge BLM Total= 18,480 $12,651 | $5,714.70 No 2/15/19 Ongoing - Project will provide data

Individual Cooperative
Monitoring

August of 2017

Sublette County CD

useful in permit renewal and annual
management planning. Ecological sites
will be identified; AIM protocols will
be implemented on upland sites.
Annual indicators such as utilization
and precipitation will added in to
annual monitoring records.




