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Cheyenne, WY

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT
WDA Director Jason Fearneyhough, Co-chairman
Todd Ballard, USDA NASS
Jason Hunter, Game and Fish
Amanda Losch, Game and Fish
Glenn Pauley, Game and Fish
Barry Lawrence, Water Development Office
VIA WEBINAR
John Lawson, Bureau of Reclamation
Steve Furtney, Governor’s Office
Steve Gray, State Climatologist

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chairman Jason Fearneyhough called the meeting to order. The following summarizes the
committee proceedings by agency. Please refer to the materials index for meeting sign-in and complete
agency reports.

Bureau of Reclamation

North Platte-

John Lawson discussed how the storage space in the North Platte was at a record low in Sep. 2007, and
has risen each year since. June 2010 projects 2,721,700 acre-feet (AF), an uncomfortably high level.
Runoff will be as great as last two years with 1,979,000AF projected by the end of June. Earlier, he
looked at Glendo for possible flood control. Now this is not an option with it being 30,000AF higher than
last year’s flow. There may not be irrigation water demand until late June. Discussions have occurred
about excess water flowing into Nebraska.

Buffalo Bill Reservoir-

The Bureau forecasted 450,000AF in 2010 in comparison to 954,200AF in 2009. 567,000AF of a total
643,000AF projected at high point in June. Snowpack is now dropping at high rate and the reservoir will
not be filled this year.

Boysen Reservoir-

682,000AF of total 745,000AF projected. Numbers remained below average until May. In May numbers
jumped far above average due to unexpected snow and rain. Projected to go up to 750,000AF which
means it will cross into the flood pool.

Weather forecasts have been reporting a drier than average spring and summer. This is not true for the
entire state to this point.
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Wyoming State Climatologist / Water Resource Data System (WRDS)

Steve Gray presented on the “Climate of Water Year 2010 and the Water Resources Data System
Update.” High land and low land conditions were combined for the information presented. Jan — Mar
show dry conditions in the west and north and wet conditions in south and east. April brought moisture
throughout entire state, very high levels in SE. May had high levels of precipitation in most areas other
than the western part of the state. The west remains a very dry problem area. Snowy Range and
Eastern Wind River in top 95% of precipitation levels while some western areas in bottom 5%.

WRDS has been working on collecting water and climate-related information into one spot on the web
for the public. They are also digitizing key documents and datasets for the web.

The Wyoming Soil Moisture Monitoring Network

Steve Gray provided the update on behalf of Ginger Paige from the University of Wyoming, Dept. of
Renewable Resources. He discussed goals, procedures, and objectives of the Wyoming Soil Moisture
Site Network. Realtime data through GOES telemetry is implemented on some sites. Monitoring is
occurring throughout the state. They are working to build a baseline of soil H20 and precipitation
measurements.

Wyoming Department of Agriculture (WDA)

Leanne Stevenson discussed the US Drought Monitor and how it has changed. Most current model has
shown recent improvement. A higher percentage of the state is worse off than this time last year.
Agriculture is still suffering from the cumulative impacts of the extended. Herds in Wyoming are still
down in numbers.

How will grasshoppers impact agriculture this year? Levels are expected to be high. Two indicator
species have hatched already and numbers are high. Measures have are implemented to try and control
the situation. The State and the WDA have committed 2.7 million dollars, along with landowner dollars,
and 1 million from federal government put towards the grasshopper effort. Excessive dry and wet
conditions are adversely affecting agriculture and highly variable.

Wyoming Game and Fish Department (WGFD)

WGFD staff echoed concerns of the wet and dry condition issues. A climate workshop was held in
Casper last year to review climate issues throughout the state. Wyoming is in the process of reviving the
State Wildlife Action Plan. Glen reported climate change concerns will be taken into consideration for
the plan and Amanda is helping with these efforts. They are looking for “shovel ready” projects in
regards to climate change issues.

USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS)

Planting is going well in the state, aside from dry beans. Moisture is causing a setback in planting for this
crop. Progress of crops is a little behind normal and will be until warmer temperatures occur. Crops
look good, warmer temperatures would be helpful.

Water Development Office
Barry provided an update on the cloud seeding project. They are currently in the 5 year of the project.
Attempting to build on preexisting research of UW and went through NEPA process in the development
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of the project. Med Bow/Sierra Madres each have 8 generators. When conditions are good and similar
in both mountain ranges, then generators are turned on for seeding. From information gathered to
date, they believe you can expect a 10% increase in snow at a 95% confidence level. Need 200 seedings
for statistical significance - currently at 84. Initial trends show a positive increase. This is a pilot
program for Wyoming to see if it makes sense in the long-term for the state. Legislator approved 2
more years for the project. 1 more year will be needed to read statistical significance. Wyoming is on
the forefront of technologies in the ongoing research.

US Geological Survey (USGS)
A written report regarding was submitted for distribution.

Discussion and Actions needed as a result of the reports:
None

Next meeting is scheduled for November or early December.

Meeting adjourned.



