
State Funding



Mission of Conservation Districts

• Provide leadership for the • Reduce siltation of streams p
conservation of 
Wyoming’s soil and water 

and reservoirs

• Preserve and enhance 
• Protect the agriculture 

resource base

P t  th  t l f 

wildlife habitat

• Protect the tax base
• Promote the control of 

soil erosion

• Develop and protect the 

• Promote the health, safety 
and general welfare of 
citizensDevelop and protect the 

quality and quantity of 
Wyoming’s water 

citizens



Laramie Rivers CD



CD Activities

• Water quality • Forest planning, Water quality 
monitoring and 
watershed planning

Forest planning, 
rangeland management, 
wildlife habitat, ESA 

• Septics, Animal Feeding 
Operations, pet waste

issues

• Natural resource 

• Living snow fences

• Work with local, state 

education programs

• Small-acreage education 
d iand federal agencies and assistance



Crook Co NRD



WDA’s Tie with Districts

Sheridan Co. CD



Wyoming Board of Agriculturey g g



Board of Agriculture’s Tie to 
C ti  Di t i tConservation Districts

• Also known in statute as “commission” has 11 Also known in statute as commission  has 11 
voting members, 4 are “youth members” and 
the remaining 7 board members are appointed 
by the governor to represent geographical areas 
of the state.

• W.S. 11-16-105 (ii): commission shall “assist 
and guide districts…review district 

di l  programs…coordinate…resolve 
conflict…coordinate and guide…”



Board of Agriculture’s Tie to 
C ti  Di t i tConservation Districts

• W.S. 11-16-105 (v): Recommend the S ( ) d
appropriation of state funds necessary to finance 
the activities of the commission and the 

i  di i  di ib   i  conservation districts; distribute to conservation 
district funds, equipment, supplies and services 
received by the commissionreceived by the commission…

• Review all budgets, administrative procedures and 
operations of the districts and advise the districts operations of the districts and advise the districts 
concerning their conformance with applicable laws 
regulations



Board of Agriculture’s Tie to 
C ti  Di t i tConservation Districts

• Disseminate information through the state Disseminate information through the state 
concerning the activities and programs of the 
conservation districtsconservation districts

• Encourage the formation of districts where their 
organization is desirableorganization is desirable

• W.S. 11-16-118: fill supervisor vacancies for 
i d   d i  b  unexpired terms upon recommendation by 

district supervisors



Staff Supportpp

• Collaborate with districts to meet base funding Collaborate with districts to meet base funding 
compliance in August and December

• Work with BOA to approve appointed Work with BOA to approve appointed 
supervisors

• Oversight and distribution of conservation Oversight and distribution of conservation 
district base funding, lab funds and water quality 
funds

• WDA Lab in Laramie: process water quality 
samples and provide interpretation of results



Staff Supportpp

• Send Water Quality Grant RFP for projects, Send Water Quality Grant RFP for projects, 
oversee progress of projects through interim 
and final grant reports

• Work with districts and BOA on Water Quality 
Extensions and Amendments

• Complete contracts for Water Quality Grants 
approved by WDA BOA

• Provide technical assistance and opinions 
through Attorney General’s Office



Staff Supportpp

• Provide supervisor and employee certification Provide supervisor and employee certification 
training in cooperation with WCDEA and 
WACDWACD

• Provide other support as needed



Watershed Coordinators

• Nehi Cole (NRCS/WACD) and Cathy Nehi Cole (NRCS/WACD) and Cathy 
Rosenthal (WACD)

• Assist with monitoring  sampling and analysis • Assist with monitoring, sampling and analysis 
plans, watershed planning, TMDL issues, BMP 
implementation  etc  implementation, etc. 



WDAWDA
Funding SupportFunding Support



History of State Fundingy g

• See Handout Summary of State Funding for See Handout Summary of State Funding for 
BOA, March 2011

Sweetwater Co CD



FY 11-12 Conservation District 
Funding Thru WDAFunding Thru WDA

$1,601,738.00

• 3 Distinct Types3 Distinct Types



Type Summaryyp y
1. Conservation Base Funding - $600,000

2. Conservation District Water Quality funding - $1,001,738
Objective 1 - Watershed technical assistance

$286 738  Contract between WDA and WACD$286,738  Contract between WDA and WACD
** Objective 2 – Water Quality Grants to Districts 

$450,000 Direct grants to districts from WDA 
Objective 4 - Training & CertificationObjective 4 Training & Certification

$80,000 Contract between WDA and WACD
– WACD subcontracts with UW

3  Objective 3 Water Quality Lab Analysis  Training and Equipment 3. Objective 3 - Water Quality Lab Analysis, Training and Equipment 
- $185,000
WDA retains $40k for the lab and the remainder 
goes to districts  ($4,264 for the biennium per district)



FY 11-12 Conservation 
Base FundingBase Funding

• $600,000 Biennium allocation

• Each District receives $17,647$ ,
– $8,823.50 per year - if base funding documentation 

submitted on time

• WDA vouchers are made and sent to the 
Districts and returned with original signatures.Districts and returned with original signatures.



State Funding Requirements
Financial Rules

(Adopted by Board of Ag 8/2005)

– Proof of Bonding
– Letter outlining implementation of Risk Management Practices

• 2 original signatures on checks
• Perjury statement on vouchers
• Bank statement reconciliation by board at least quarterly
• Authorization to incur debt
• Districts can’t use debit cards

– Proof of enrollment in worker’s compensation
– Proof of unemployment insurance– Proof of unemployment insurance
– Proof of local government liability insurance

Must be submitted to WDA and WACD by August 30 each year



State Funding Requirements
Base Allocation Policies

(Adopted by Board of Ag 8/2005)
Letter of compliance from Department of A dit– Letter of compliance from Department of Audit

– Proof of Budget Hearing
– Letter of compliance from Department of Revenue

L  R  Pl  ith bli  ti  t t  Ad i  P  A t– Long Range Plan with public notice pursuant to Admin. Proc. Act
– Current Annual Plan of Work
– Current Annual Report

C  B d– Current Budget
– Current Oaths of Office for supervisors
– Education Function for elected officials
– Currently have or are actively pursuing local funding
– One page summary of activities for most recent fiscal year

Must be submitted to WDA and WACDMust be submitted to WDA and WACD 
by December 31 each year



Timeline for Base Fundingg

• Aug 30 - District submits required documents to WDA 
and WACD

• Dec 31 - District submits required documents to WDA 
and WACDand WACD

• January - Compliance letter submitted to BOA from 
NR&P Division
F b  BOA k  i   B  F di  ll i• February - BOA takes action on Base Funding allocation

• May/June - NR&P Division sends base funding voucher 
for District’s signatureg

• July/August - base allocation checks distributed to 
districts



Water Quality Grants
A li i  Application process

• FY11-12: $450,000 available to Districts
• Priority given to Districts with 303(d) listed streams

– Up to $30,000 grants
• Remaining Districts• Remaining Districts

– Up to $20,000 grants
• WACD Board reviews & recommends to BOA
• BOA approves grant requests
• NR&P Division works with WDA Contract coordinator 

and Districts to complete contractand Districts to complete contract
• Check is written for full amount of grant after all 

signatures are obtained



Water Quality Grants
Di i  ibili iDistrict responsibilities

– Interim report(s)
A h k  l  th  • A check up along the way

– Provide at least 30% matching

– Request modifications to grant on a timely basis if needed

– Final report 
• You did what you said you would do• You did what you said you would do
• Matching fund requirement

**Reports are due to WDA and WACD by the date 
specified in the contract.  If these reports are not 
submitted on time, the District risks eligibility for 

future funding.g



Amendments & Extensions



Lab Funds

• Guidelines• Guidelines
• Reimbursable Expenses
• Timeline

• New allocation at beginning of 
each biennium
• Provide voucher with receipts 
attached at any timeattached at any time
• Check to reimburse your 
expenses
• Jan/Feb of 2nd year – email from 
NR&P DivisionNR&P Division
• March of 2nd year – reallocate 
any funds remaining in this area



3 Funding Typesg yp

• Base FundingBase Funding

W  Q li  G  F d• Water Quality Grant Funds

• Lab Funds



Additional QuestionsQ



Surveyy

• Please complete the survey on Survey Monkey  Please complete the survey on Survey Monkey. 
An e-mail with the link will take you there.


