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To Whom It May Concern : 

Following are the Wyoming Department of Agriculture's (WDA) comments pertaining to the Great Divide Basin Wi ld 
Horse Herd Management Area (HMA) Population Management Action (Action), by the Rock Springs Field Office 

(RSFO) of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) . 

Our comments are specific to our mission : dedication to the promotion and enhancement of Wyoming' s agricultu re, 

natural resources, and quality of life . As wild horses affect our agriculture industry, our natural resources, and welfare 

of our citizens, its important you cont inue to inform us of proposed actions and decisions and continue to provide us 

the opportunity to express pertinent issues and concerns . 

The WDA insists the BLM fully implement the Court Ordered Consent Decree (dated April 3, 2013) . 

The Consent Decree clearly states; " Pursuant to 16 U.S.C. 1334, BLM agrees to remove all wi ld horses located on t he 
RSGA' s private lands, including Wyoming Checkerboard lands, ... " (Paragraph 1, page 4) . In addition, the Co nsent 
Decree states; " If the BLM determines, based on the results of any census and on projected reproduct ion rates, that 
the population in the Checkerboard lands is likely to exceed ... 100 wild horses for Divide Basin, the BLM shall prepare 
to remove the wild horses from Checkerboard lands with in the respective area." (Paragraph 4, page S-6) . The 
Consent Decree clearly states that all wild horses must be removed from all Checkerboard lands and all RSGA lands 
w ithin the Action area, and we expect no wild horses shall remain on these lands upon completion of the gather. 

The WDA is concerned that removing wild horses off the Checkerboard and RSGA lands, while maintaining t he 
current AML on the remaining Great Divide Bas in HMA, may cause additional management conflicts in the non­
Checkerboard/RSGA lands. By maintaining the current AML on approximately 40-50% percent of the rema ini ng 
landscape (block federal land) will increase the opportunity for potential conflicts with wildlife, range and aquat ic 
resources. By placing all the wild horses on the block federal lands, the BLM stands the risk of not achieving and 
maintaining a thriving natural ecological balance on the public lands. The WDA strongly encourages the BLM adj ust 
AML lower to accommodate the redu ction in lands available within the Great Divide Basin HMA. 

We understand the BLM has the discretion to implement all avail able fertility control methods, such as PZP, SpayVac, 
etc. along with, the spaying of mares and the gelding of stallions. The normal fertility control methods (PZP) that have 
been applied in the past will not work in managing the HMA' s listed within the Consent Decree . Additional aggressive 
methods must not only be considered but f inally implemented throughout Wyoming' s HMAs. The WDA strongly 
encourages the BLM use methods identified and accepted in the National Academy of Science report (Using Science 
to Improve the BLM Wild Horse and Burro Program : A Way Fo rward). The utilization of a combination of ferti lity 
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control measures needs to be implemented in order for the BLM to fu lly address wild horse numbers and reduce the 
demand on short and long-term holding facilities . 

In addition, we anticipate the Rock Springs Resource Management Plan Amendment will fully analyze and proactively 
manage wild horses. A full analysis to change HMA boundaries, change existing HMAs to Herd Areas, reduce exist ing 
AML numbers (possibly to 0) and provide for the use of all fe rtility control measures is needed to ensure proper 
management of wild horses continues. These actions will assist in providing long-term gu idance and solutions to wild 
horse management in southwest Wyoming. 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on t he proposed Action, and insist the BLM follows all terms provided 
within the Consent Decree . 

Sincerely, 

f~vz~ 
Director 

JF/cw 

CC: Governor's Policy Office 
Rocky Mountain Farmers Union 
Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department 
Wyoming State Grazing Board 
Wyoming Stock Growers 
Wyoming Wool Growers 
Wyoming Board of Agriculture 
Rock Springs Grazing Association 


