Matthew H. Mead, Goversior

Doug Miyamoto, Director

2219 Carey Ave. ® Cheyenne, WY 82002

Phone: (307) 777-7321 ® Fax: (307) 777-6593
Web: agriculture.wy.gov ® Email: wdal@wyo.gov

The Wyoming Deparomens of Agriculture it dedicated 1o the promotion and enhancement of Wyoming's agriculture, natural resources and quality of life.
October 26, 2015

Kimberlee Foster, Field Manager
Bureau of Land Management
Rock Springs Field Office

280 Highway 191 North

Rock Springs, WY 82501

Dear Kimberlee,

A number of years ago the Wyoming Department of Agriculture (WDA) sent letters to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) field
offices requesting your agency include us as an interested party on all National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA} projects, including,
but not limited to grazing allotments. We've appreciated your agency including us, and as agency staff changed since our last request,
we thought it would be a good time to send the request again.

We ask BLM to specifically name our agency and include our address to the interested party list of projects with proposed decisions.
Interested party status requires any protestant or appellant to serve WDA a copy of the protest, appeal, and statement of reasons (43
CFR 4.20 - 4.470a).

Wyoming Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources and Policy Division
2219 Carey Ave.
Cheyenne, WY 82002

in case BLM staff is unaware of the Memorandum of Understanding-BLM-MOU-WY-930-1501, we've attached a copy. The MOU
simply provides clarity for including State of Wyoming agencies, such as WDA, as a Cooperating Agency for all NEPA analyses.

WDA genuinely appreciates the on-going working relationship with BLM staff and look forward to working with you in the near
future. If you have questions pertaining to this request, please don't hesitate to contact us.

WDA's policy analyst and direct point of contact for your office is:

Justin Williams, 307-777-7067
Justin.williams@wyo.gov

Sincerely,

Doug Miyamoto %

Director
DM/jw

ccC: Governor’s Policy Office
Wyoming Board of Agriculture
Wyoming County Commissioners Assocciation

ENCLOSURE Equal Opportunity in Employment and Services
BOARD MEMBERS
Jana Ginter, Distriez @ James Rogers, Disiniet 2 @ Shaun Sims, Disirit 3 ® - John Moore, Distrer 4 Alison Lass, Dising 5
Bryan Brost, Distria 6 @  Kevin Schieffer., Dintnet 7
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Kendall Roberts, Southeast @  Richard Schlenker, Northwest @ John Hanscn, Southwese @ Camcron Smith, Northeast
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The Wyoming Department of Agriculture is dedicated to the promotion and enhancement of Wyoming's agriculture, natural resources and quality of life.
October 26, 2015

Caleb Hiner, Field Manager
Bureau of Land Management
Pinedale Field Office

1625 West Pine Street
Pinedale, WY 82941

Dear Caleb,

A number of years ago the Wyoming Department of Agriculture (WDA) sent letters to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) field
offices requesting your agency include us as an interested party on all National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) projects, including,
but not limited to grazing allotments. We've appreciated your agency including us, and as agency staff changed since our last request,
we thought it would be a good time to send the request again.

We ask BLM to specifically name our agency and include our address to the interested party list of projects with proposed decisions.
Interested party status requires any protestant or appellant to serve WDA a copy of the protest, appeal, and statement of reasons (43
CFR 4.20 — 4.470a).

Wyoming Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources and Policy Division
2219 Carey Ave,
Cheyenne, WY 82002

In case BLM staff is unaware of the Memorandum of Understanding-BLM-MOU-WY-930-1501, we've attached a copy. The MOU
simply provides clarity for including State of Wyoming agencies, such as WDA, as a Cooperating Agency for all NEPA analyses.

WDA genuinely appreciates the on-going working relationship with BLM staff and look forward to working with you in the near
future. If you have questions pertaining to this request, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

WDA's policy analyst and direct point of contact for your office is:

Justin Williams, 307-777-7067
Justin.williams@wyo.gov

Sincerely,

Doug Miyamoto
Director

DM/jw

cC: Governor’s Policy Office
Wyoming Board of Agriculture
Wyoming County Commissioners Association

ENCLOSURE Equal Opportunity in Employment and Services
BOARD MEMBERS
Jana Ginter, Dismez 1 @ James Rogers, Distnet 2 @ Shaun Sims, Dutriet 3 @ John Moore, Distict 4 @ Alison Lass, Distrret 5
Bryan Brost, Dismir 6 @ Kevin Schieffer., Dintricr 7

YOUTH BOARD MEMBERS
Kendall Roberts, Southeast @ Richard Schlenker, Northwest @  John Hansen, Southwest @ Cameron Smith, Northeast



Matthew H. Mead, Governor

Doug Miyamoto, Director

2219 Carey Ave. ® Cheyenne, WY 82002

Phone: (307) 777-7321 ® Fax: (307) 777-6593
Web: agriculture.wy.gov ® Email: wdal@wyo.gov

The Wyoming Deparoment of Agriculture is dedicated to the promotion and enhancement of Wyoming's agriculture, natural resources and quality of life.
October 26, 2015

William Mier, Field Manager
Bureau of Land Management
Kemmerer Field Office

430 North Highway 189
Kemmerer, WY 83101

Dear William,

A number of years age the Wyoming Department of Agriculture {(WDA) sent letters to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) field
offices requesting your agency include us as an interested party on all National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) projects, including,
but not limited to grazing allotments. We've appreciated your agency including us, and as agency staff changed since our last request,
we thought it would be a good time to send the request again.

We ask BLM to specifically name our agency and include our address to the interested party list of projects with proposed decisions.
Interested party status requires any protestant or appellant to serve WDA a copy of the protest, appeal, and statement of reasons (43
CFR 4.20 - 4.470a).

Wyoming Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources and Policy Division
2219 Carey Ave.
Cheyenne, WY 82002

In case BLM staff is unaware of the Memorandum of Understanding-BLM-MOU-WY-930-1501, we've attached a copy. The MOU
simply provides clarity for including State of Wyoming agencies, such as WDA, as a Cooperating Agency for all NEPA analyses.

WDA genuinely appreciates the on-going working relationship with BLM staff and look forward to working with you in the near
future. If you have questions pertaining to this request, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

WDA'’s policy analyst and direct point of contact for your office is:

Justin Williams, 307-777-7067
Justin.williams@wyo.gov

Sincerely,

12 o

Doug Miyamoto
Director

DM/jw

cc: Governor’s Policy Office
Wyoming Board of Agriculture
Wyoming County Commissioners Association

ENCLOSURE Equal Opportunity in Employment and Setvices
BOARD MEMBERS
Jana Ginter, Distirt 1 ®  James Rogers, Destc? 2 @ Shaun Sims, Disteer 3 @ John Moore, Distrit 4 @ Alison Lass, District 5
Bryan Brost, Distrt 6 ®  Kevin Schicffer., Distriee 7

YOUTH BOARD MEMBERS
Kendall Roberts, Southeast @ Richard Schienker, Northwest ®  John Hansen, Southwest ® Cameron Smith, Northeast
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The Wyoming Departinent of Agriculture it dedicated 1o the promotion and enbancement of Wyonting's agriculture, natural resources and quality of life.
October 26, 2015

Dennis Carpenter, Field Manager
Bureau of Land Management
Rawlins Field Office

1300 North Third

Rawlins, WY 82301

Dear Dennis,

A number of years ago the Wyoming Department of Agriculture (WDA) sent letters to the Bureau of tand Management {BLM) field
offices requesting your agency include us as an interested party on all National Environmental Policy Act {(NEPA} projects, including,
but not limited to grazing allotments. We’ve appreciated your agency including us, and as agency staff changed since our last request,
we thought it would be a good time to send the request again.

We ask BLM to specifically name our agency and include our address to the interested party list of projects with proposed decisions.
Interested party status requires any protestant or appellant to serve WDA a copy of the protest, appeal, and statement of reasons (43
CFR 4.20 - 4.470a).

Wyoming Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources and Policy Division
2219 Carey Ave,
Cheyenne, WY 82002

In case BLM staff is unaware of the Memarandum of Understanding-BLM-MOU-WY-930-1501, we've attached a copy. The MOU
simply provides clarity for including State of Wyoming agencies, such as WDA, as a Cooperating Agency for all NEPA analyses.

WDA genuinely appreciates the on-going working relationship with BLM staff and look forward to working with you in the near
future. If you have questions pertaining to this request, please don't hesitate to contact us.

WDA's policy analyst and direct point of contact for your office is:

Justin Williams, 307-777-7067
Justin.williams@wyo.gov

Sincerely,

Doug Miyamoto

Director
DM/jw

cc: Governor’'s Policy Office
Wyoming Board of Agriculture
Wyoming County Commissioners Association

ENCLOSURE Equal Opportunity in Employment and Services
BOARD MEMBERS
Jana Ginter, Dirtrit 1 ®  James Rogers, Distict 2 @ Shaun Sims, Distict 3 ®  John Moore, Districr 4 @ Alison Lass, Distir §
Bryan Brost, Dsma 6 o Kevin Schieffer., District 7

YOUTH BOARD MEMBERS
Kendall Roberts, Southeast @ Richard Schienker, Northwest ®  John Hansen, Southweit @  Cameron Smith, Nottheast



Matthew H. Mead, Governor

Doug Miyamoto, Director

2219 Carey Ave. ® Cheyenne, WY 82002

Phone: (307) 777-7321 # Fax: (307) 777-6593
Web: agriculture.wy.gov ® Email: wdal @wyo.gov

The Wyoming Department of Agriculture it dedicased ro the promotion and enhancement of Wyoming s agriculture, natural resources and quality of life.
QOctaber 26, 2015

Duane Spencer, Field Manager
Bureau of Land Management
Buffalo Field Office

1425 Fort Street

Buffalo, WY 82834

Dear Duane,

A number of years ago the Wyoming Department of Agriculture (WDA) sent letters to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) field
offices requesting your agency include us as an interested party on all National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) projects, including,
but not limited to grazing allotments. We've appreciated your agency including us, and as agency staff changed since our last request,
we thought it would be a good time to send the request again.

We ask BLM to specifically name our agency and include our address to the interested party list of projects with proposed decisions.
Interested party status requires any protestant or appellant to serve WDA a copy of the protest, appeal, and statement of reasons (43
CFR 4,20 -4.470a). '

Wyoming Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources and Policy Division
2219 Carey Ave.
Cheyenne, WY 82002

In case BLM staff is unaware of the Memorandum of Understanding-BLM-MOU-WY-930-1501, we've attached a copy. The MOU
simply provides clarity for including State of Wyoming agencies, such as WDA, as a Cooperating Agency for all NEPA analyses,

WDA genuinely appreciates the on-going working relationship with BLM staff and look forward to working with you in the near
future. If you have questions pertaining to this request, please don't hesitate to contact us.

WDA's policy analyst and direct point of contact for your office is:

Joe Budd, 307-777-7024
Joe.budd@wyo.gov

Sincerely,

- J/@;X

Doug Miyamoto
Director

DM/jw

cc: Governor’s Policy Office
Wyoming Board of Agriculture
Wyoming County Commissioners Association

ENCLOSURE Egqual Opportunity in Employment and Services
BOARD MEMBERS
Jana Ginter, Distrit 1 @ James Rogers, Distnct 2 @ Shaun Sims, Distne 3 @ John Moore, Distrer 4 @ Alison Lass, Dustriet 5
Bryan Brost, Distict 6 @ Kevin Schieffer., Distvict 7

YOUTH BOARD MEMBERS
Kendall Roberts, Southcast @ Richard Schlenker, Northwest ®  John Hansen, Southwest ®  Cameron Smith, Northeast
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Web: agriculture.wy.gov ® Email: wdal@wyo.gov

The Wyoming Deparmment of Agriculture is dedicared to the promotion and enhancement of Wyoming's agriculture, natural resources and qualivy of life.
October 26, 2015

Rhen Etzelmiller, Field Manager
Bureau of Land Management
Casper Field Office

2987 Prospector Drive

Casper, WY 82604

Dear Rhen,

A number of years ago the Wyoming Department of Agriculture (WDA) sent letters to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) field
offices requesting your agency include us as an interested party on all National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) projects, including,
but not limited to grazing allotments. We've appreciated your agency including us, and as agency staff changed since our last request,
we thought it would be a good time to send the request again.

We ask BLM to specifically name our agency and include our address to the interested party list of projects with proposed decisions.
Interested party status requires any pretestant or appellant to serve WDA a copy of the protest, appeal, and statement of reasons (43
CFR 4.20 - 4.470a).

Wyoming Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources and Policy Division
2219 Carey Ave.
Cheyenne, WY 82002

In case BLM staff is unaware of the Memorandum of Understanding-BLM-MOU-WY-930-1501, we've attached a copy. The MOU
simply provides clarity for including State of Wyoming agencies, such as WDA, as a Cooperating Agency for all NEPA analyses.

WDA genuinely appreciates the on-going working relationship with BLM staff and look forward to working with you in the near
future. If you have questions pertaining to this request, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

WDA's policy analyst and direct point of contact for your office is:

Joe Budd, 307-777-7024
Joe.budd@wyo.gov

Sincerely,

Doug Miyamoto
Director

DM/jw

CC: Governor’s Policy Office
Wyoming Board of Agriculture
Wyoming County Commissioners Association

ENCLOSURE Egqual Opportunity in Employment and Services
BOARD MEMBERS
Jana Ginter, Distict 1 ®  James Rogers, Déistncz 2 @ Shaun Sims, Distniz 3 @ John Moore, Distnt 4 @ Alison Lass, District 5
’ Bryan Brost, Districr 6 @  Kevin Schieffer., Distrit 7

YOUTH BOARD MEMBERS
Kendall Roberts, Southeast @ Richard Schlenker, Northwest @ John Hansen, Southwest ® Cameron Smith, Northeast
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The Wyoming Department of Agriculture is dedicated to the promotion and enbancement of Wyoming's agriculture, natural resources and guality of life.
October 26, 2015

Rick Miller, Field Manager
Bureau of Land Management
Newcastle Field Office

1101 Washington Boulevard
Newcastle, WY 82701

Dear Rick,

A number of years ago the Wyoming Department of Agriculture {WDA) sent letters to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) field
offices requesting your agency include us as an interested party on all National Environmental Policy Act {NEPA) projects, including,
but not limited to grazing allotments. We've appreciated your agency including us, and as agency staff changed since cur tast request,
we thought it would be a good time to send the request again.

We ask BLM to specifically name our agency and include our address to the interested party list of projects with proposed decisions.
Interested party status requires any protestant or appellant to serve WDA a copy of the protest, appeal, and statement of reasons (43
CFR 4.20 — 4.470a).

Wyoming Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources and Policy Division
2219 Carey Ave.
Cheyenne, WY 82002

In case BLM staff is unaware of the Memorandum of Understanding-BLM-MOU-WY-930-1501, we've attached a copy. The MOU
simply provides clarity for including State of Wyoming agencies, such as WDA, as a Cooperating Agency for all NEPA analyses.

WDA genuinely appreciates the on-going working refationship with BLM staff and look forward to working with you in the near
future. If you have questions pertaining to this request, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

WDA's policy analyst and direct point of contact for your office is:

Joe Budd, 307-777-7024
Joe.budd@wyo.gov

Sincerely,

Doug Miyamoto %
Director

DM/jw

cc Governor’s Policy Office
Wyoming Board of Agriculture
Wyoming County Commissioners Association

ENCLOSURE Equal Opportunity in Employment and Services
BOARD MEMBERS
Jana Ginter, District 1 ®  James Rogers, Distrier 2 @ Shaun Sims, Dinict 3 @ John Moore, Districr4 @ Alison Lass, Distna 5
Bryan Brost, Distnct 6 @  Kevin Schieffer., Distna 7

YOUTH BOARD MEMBERS
Kendall Roberts, Southeast @ Richard Schlenker, Northwest ® John Hanscn, Southwest @ Cameron Smith, Northeast
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The Wyoming Department of Agriculture is dedicated to the promotion and enhancement of Wyoming s agriculture, natural resources and quality of life.
October 26, 2015

Delissa Minnick, Field Manager
Bureau of Land Management
Cody Field Office

1002 Blackburn Street

Cody, WY 82414

Dear Delissa,

A number of years ago the Wyoming Department of Agricufture {WDA) sent letters to the Bureau of Land Management {BLM) field
offices requesting your agency include us as an interested party on all National Environmental Policy Act {NEPA) projects, including,
but not limited to grazing allotments. We’ve appreciated your agency including us, and as agency staff changed since our last request,
we thought it would be a good time to send the request again.

We ask BLM to specifically name our agency and include our address to the interested party list of projects with proposed decisions.
Interested party status requires any protestant or appellant to serve WDA a copy of the protest, appeal, and statement of reasons {43
CFR 4.20 - 4.470a).

Wyoming Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources and Policy Division
2219 Carey Ave.
Cheyenne, WY 82002

In case BLM staff is unaware of the Memorandum of Understanding-BLM-MOU-WY-930-1501, we've attached a copy. The MOU
simply provides clarity for including State of Wyoming agencies, such as WDA, as a Cooperating Agency for all NEPA analyses.

WDA genuinely appreciates the on-going working relationship with BLM staff and look forward to working with you in the near
future. If you have questions pertaining to this request, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

WDA'’s policy analyst and direct paint of contact for your office is:

Joe Budd, 307-777-7024
Joe.budd@wyo.gov

Sincerely,

Doug Miyamoto
Director

DM/jw

CcC: Governor’s Policy Office
Wyoming Board of Agriculture
Wyoming County Commissioners Association

ENCLOSURE Equal Opporrunity in Employment and Scrvices
BOARD MEMBERS
Jana Ginter, Dustrict 1 @ Jamcs Rogers, Distrset 2 @ Shaun Sims, Ditre 3 @ Joha Moore, Distiet 4 @ Alison Lass, Distrier 5
Bryan Brost, Distct 6 @ Kevin Schicffer., Distrier 7

YOUTH BOARD MEMBERS
Kendall Roberts, Southeast ® Richard Schlenker, Northwest @  John Hansen, Southwest ® Cameron Smith, Northeast
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The Wyoming Department of Agriculture is dedicated 1o the promotion and enbancement of Wyoming's agriculture, natural resources and quality of life.
October 25, 2015

Rick VanderVoet, Field Manager
Bureau of Land Management
Lander Field Office

1335 Main Street

tander, WY 82520

Dear Rick,

A number of years ago the Wyoming Department of Agriculture (WDA) sent letters to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) field
offices requesting your agency include us as an interested party on all National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) projects, including,
but not limited to grazing allotments. We've appreciated your agency including us, and as agency staff changed since our last request,
we thought it would be a good time to send the request again.

We ask BLM to specifically name our agency and include our address to the interested party list of projects with proposed decisions.
Interested party status requires any protestant or appellant to serve WDA a copy of the protest, appeal, and statement of reasons {43
CFR 4.20 - 4.470a).

Wyoming Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources and Policy Division
2219 Carey Ave.
Cheyenne, WY 82002

In case BLM staff is unaware of the Memarandum of Understanding-BLM-MOU-WY-930-1501, we’ve attached a copy. The MOU
simply provides clarity for including State of Wyoming agencies, such as WDA, as a Cooperating Agency for all NEPA analyses.

WDA genuinely appreciates the on-going working relationship with BLM staff and lock forward to working with you in the near
future. If you have questions pertaining to this request, please don't hesitate to contact us.

WDA's policy analyst and direct point of contact for your office is:

Joe Budd, 307-777-7024
Joe.budd@wyo.gav

Sincerely,

Doug Miyamoto
Director

DM/jw

cc: Governor's Policy Office
Wyoming Board of Agriculture
Wyoming County Commissioners Association

ENCLOSURE Equal Opportunity in Employment and Services
BOARD MEMBERS
Jana Ginter, Distir 1 @ James Rogers, Disticr 2 ®  Shaun Sims, Disinict 3 John Moore, Districr 4 ®  Alison Lass, Diserict §
Bryan Brost, Ditrict 6 ®  Kevin Schieffer., District 7

YOUTH BOARD MEMBERS
Kendall Roberts, Southeast @ Richard Schlenker, Nosthwest @ John Hansen, Southwest ® Cameron Smith, Northeast
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The Wyoming Department of Agriculture is dedicated to the promotion and enhancement of Wyoming's agriculture, natural resources and quality of life.
October 25, 2015

Mike Vatle, Field Manager
Bureau of Land Management
Worland Field Office

101 South 23" Street
Worland, WY 82401

Dear Mike,

A number of years ago the Wyoming Department of Agriculture (WDA) sent letters to the Bureau of Land Management {(BLM} field
offices requesting your agency include us as an interested party on ali National Environmental Policy Act {NEPA) projects, including,
but not fimited to grazing allotments. We've appreciated your agency including us, and as agency staff changed since our last request,
we thought it would be a good time to send the request again.

We ask BLM to specifically name our agency and include our address to the interested party list of projects with proposed decisions.
Interested party status reguires any protestant or appellant to serve WDA a copy of the protest, appeal, and statement of reasons {43
CFR 4.20 — 4.470a).

Wyoming Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources and Policy Division
2219 Carey Ave,
Cheyenne, WY 82002

in case BLM staff is unaware of the Memoarandum of Understanding-BLM-MOU-WY-930-1501, we've attached a copy. The MOU
stmply provides clarity for including State of Wyoming agencies, such as WDA, as a Coaperating Agency for all NEPA analyses.

WDA genuinely appreciates the on-going working relationship with BLM staff and ook forward to working with you in the near
future. If you have questions pertaining to this request, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

WBDA's policy analyst and direct point of contact for your office is:

Joe Budd, 307-777-7024
Joe.budd@wyo.gov

Sincerely,

o 2 X

DM/jw

cc: Governor’s Policy Office
Wyoming Board of Agriculture
Wyoming County Commissioners Association

ENCLOSURE Equal Opportunity in Employment and Services
BOARD MEMBERS
Jana Ginter, Distict 1 ®  James Rogers, Distret 2 @ Shaun Sims, Distret 3 @ John Moore, Distnit 4 @ Alison Lass, District 5
Bryan Brost, Distniz 6 @ Kevin Schicffer., Dirtriet 7

YOUTH BOARD MEMBERS
Kendall Roberts, Southeast @  Richard Schienker, Northwest @ John Hansen, Southwest @ Cameron Smith, Northeast
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Memorandum of Understanding

Between

The Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
Wyoming State Office

and

The State of Wyoming, by and through the
Office of the Governor

as a Cooperating Agency
for all
Planning and National Environmental Policy Act Analyses
For which the BLM is the Lead Federal Agency

Muemorandum of Underianding hetween the pariment of Intenar, Bureao of Land Maragement. Wyomeng State Office and the State of
Wyorning, by and through the Office of the Covemaor
lage | of 7
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I. Introduction

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) establishes a cooperating agency relationship
between the Bureau of Land Management, Wyoming State Office (BLM) and the State of
Wyoming, by and through the Office of the Governor (“Cooperator” or “Cooperating
Agency”), for the purpose of preparing all Resource Management Plans (RMP) and associated
Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) or Environmental Assessments (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Additionally, this MOU establishes a Cooperating Agency
relationship between BLM and Cooperator for ali NEPA analyses in which the BLM is the lead
federal agency. The BLM acknowledges that the Cooperator has jurisdiction by law and special
expertise applicable to the NEPA analyses conducted by BLM, as defined at 40 CFR 1508.15
and [508.26. This MOU describes responsibilities and procedures agreed to by the State of
Wyoming as a Cooperating Agency and the BLM (“the Parties™).

The Cooperating Agency relationship established through this MOU shall be governed by all
applicable statutes, regulations, and policies, including the Council on Environmental Quality’s
NEPA regulations (in particular, 40 CFR 1501.6 and 1508.5), the BLM’s planning regulations
(BLM Planning Handbook, 43 CFR 1601.0-5, 1610.3-1, and 1610.4) and BLM NEPA
Handbook (H-1790-1), and the Department of the Interior NEPA regulations (43 CFR 46) and
Manual (516 DM 2.5).

Il. Purpose

The purposes of this MOU are:

A. To designate the State of Wyoming as a Cooperating Agency in all NEPA and
planning processes for which the BLM is the Lead Federal Agency.

B. To provide a framework for cooperation and coordination between the BLM and the
Cooperator that will ensure successful completion of the NEPA analyses in a timely,
efficient, and thorough manner.

C. To recognize that the BLM is the lead agency with responsibility for the completion
of the NEPA analyses and the Record of Decision (ROD) or Decision Record (DR).

D. To describe the respective responsibilities, jurisdictional authority, and expertise of
each of the Parties in the planning process,

III. Authorities for the MOU

A. The authorities of the BLM to enter into and engage in the activities described
within this MOU include, but are not limited to:
1. National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.).
2. Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.).

B. Regulations implementing the above authorities:
1. Council on Environmental Quality regulations (40 CFR parts 1500 through 1508)
2. Bureau of Land Management planning regulations (43 CFR Part 1600)
3. Department of the Interior NEPA regulations (43 CFR Part 46)

C. The authorities of the State of Wyoming to enter into this MOU include, but are not

Mumarandum of Understanding between the Department of Intenor, Bureaw of Land Manapement, Wyonusy State Office and the $tale of

Wyormny, by and through the Oifice of the CGovernor
Page20f 7



limited to:
1. Wyoming Statute 9-1-207 State Planning Coordinator
2. Wyoming Statute 9-1-209 Coordinator of state-federal relations

IV. Roles and Responsibilities

A. BLM Responsibilities:

1.

As lead agency, the BLM retains final responsibility for the content of all planning
and NEPA documents, which include the Draft RMP/Draft EIS or EA, the
Proposed RMP/Final EIS or EA, and the ROD or DR. The BLM’s responsibilities
include determining the purpose of and need for the EIS or EA and/or RMP,
selecting alternatives for analysis, identifying effects of the proposed alternatives,
selecting the preferred alternative, and determining appropriate mitigation
measures. In meeting these responsibilities, the BLM will follow all applicable
statutory and regulatory requirements.

To the fullest extent consistent with its responsibilities as lead agency, the BLM
will consider the comments, recommendations, data, and/or analyses provided by
the Cooperator in the RMP and/or NEPA process, giving particular consideration
to those topics on which the Cooperator is acknowledged to possess jurisdiction by
law or special expertise.

To the fullest extent practicable, after consideration of the effect such releases may
have on the BLM’s ability to withhold this information from other parties, the
BLM will provide the Cooperator with copies of documents underlying the RMP
and/or NEPA document relevant to the Cooperator’s responsibilities, including
technical reports, data, analyses, comments received, working drafts related to
environmental reviews, and draft and final RMPs and/or NEPA documents.

B. Cooperating Agency Responsibilities:

1. The State of Wyoming is a Cooperating Agency as defined in 43 CFR 1501.6 for all

planning and NEPA processes conducted in Wyoming for which the BLM is the lead
federal agency.

2. The Cooperator will provide information, comments, and technical expertise to the

BLM regarding those elements of the planning or NEPA analyses and the data and
analyses supporting them in which it has jurisdiction or special expertise or for
which the BLM requests its assistance.

. Within the areas of their jurisdiction or special expertise, the Cooperator may

participate in any of the activities identified in Attachment A. These activities
include, but are not limited to: providing guidance on public involvement strategies,
identifying data needs, suggesting management actions to resolve planning issues,
providing input to the draft Analysis of the Management Sitation, identifying
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effects of alternatives, suggesting mitigation measures, and providing written
comments on working drafts of the RMP and/or NEPA documents and supporting
documents. (See also Section C.4.)

C. Responsibilities of the Pasties:

1. The Parties agree to participate in all plarning and NEPA processes in good faith
and make all reasonable efforts to resolve disagreements. Where procedural or
substantive disagreement may impede effective and timely completion of an RMP
or NEPA analysis, the Parties agree to utilize the facilitation and conciliation
procedures described below (see Section V.G).

2. The Parties agree to comply with the schedule developed for each individual
planning and/or NEPA analysis, which includes dates for RMP/EIS milestones and
timeframes for Cooperator’s reviews and submissions. Timeframes for reviews will
be developed consistent with applicable BLM Instruction Memoranda.

3. Each Party agrees to fund its own expenses associated with the planning and/or
NEPA process, except that the BLM may contract with the Cooperator for technical
studies within its jurisdiction by law or special expertise. Should this occur, the
terms of the contract may be captured in an amendment to this MOU as provided
for in Section VIL.B,

4, The Parties agree to carefully consider whether proposed meetings or other
activities would waive the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act exception to the
Federal Advisory Committee Act (2 U.S.C. 1534(b) and 5 U.S.C App.).

3. Any additional provisions regarding responsibilities of either or both parties to
the planning and/or NEPA process being developed for a specific project shall be
incorporated into an amendment to this MOU as provided for in Section VILB.

V. Other Provisions

A. Authorities not altered. Nothing in this MOU alters, limits, or supersedes the
authorities and responsibilities of any Party on any matter within their respective
jurisdictions. Nothing in this MOU shall require any of the Parties to perform
beyond its respective authority.

B. Financial obligations. Nothing in this MOU shall require any of the Parties to assume
any obligation or expend any sum in excess of authorization and appropriations
available.

C. Immunity and Defenses Retained. Each Party retains all immunities and defenses
provided by law with respect to any action based on or occurring as a resull of this
MOU.
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D. Conflict of interest. The Parties agree not to utilize any individual or organization for
purposes of plan development, environmental analysis, or Cooperator representation,
including officials, employees, or third party contractors, having a financial interest in
the outcome of the planning and/or NEPA process. Questions regarding potential
conflicts of interest should be referred to BLM Wyoming State Office or Field Ethics
Counselors for resolution.

E. Documenting disagreement or inconsistency. Where the BLM and one or more
Cooperators disagree on substantive elements of the planning and/or NEPA analysis
(such as designation of the alternatives to be analyzed or analysis of effects), and these
disagreements cannot be resolved consistent with 40 CFR 1503.3, the BLM will include
a summary of the Cooperator’s views in the Draft and Final NEPA documents. The
BLM will also describe substantial inconsistencies between its proposed action(s) and
the objectives of state, local, or tribal land use plans and policies consistent with 43
CFR 1610.

F. Management of information. The Cooperator acknowledges that all supporting materials
and draft documents may become part of the administrative record and may be subject to
the requirements of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and other federal statutes.
The Cooperator agrees to commit to maintaining the confidentiality of documents and
deliberations during the period prior to the public release of any NEPA documents
including drafts. Public records in Wyoming are governed by Wyo. Stat. Ann. 164-201.

G. Conflict Resolution. The Parties agree to make reasonable efforts to resolve procedural
or substantive conflicts, and may agree to initiate an Alternative Dispute Resolution
process. The Parties acknowledge that BLM retains final responsibility for the decisions
identified in the ROD or DR,

1. Facilitation. If the Parties deem necessary, they agree to retain an independent
facilitator to foster clear and efficient communication, The facilitator's
responsibilities will be identified for the specific planning and/or NEPA process being
undertaken. Procedures for retaining, directing, and compensating the facilitator, and
a more detailed list of duties, will be determined on a case by case basis.

2. Conflict resolution will be initiated between the BLM and Cooperator at the level
of the Authorizing Officer for the planning and/or NEPA process in question.

H. Coordination with BLM contractors. BLM retains the services of 3" party NEPA
contractors to assist with: public involvement, data collection, environmental analysis,
and planning or NEPA document preparation. Unless otherwise specified in a project
specific MOU amendment, the Cooperator will communicate with the contractor only
through BLM's representative, The Cooperator acknowledges that the BLM retains
the exclusive responsibility to authorize modifications to the 3™ party NEPA contract,
and that the Cooperator is not authorized to provide technical or policy direction
regarding the performance of this contract.
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V1. Agency Representatives

Each Party will designate a representative and alternate representative, upon initiation of a
planning and/or NEPA analysis, to ensure coordination between the Cooperator and the
BLM during the process. Each Party may change its representative at will by providing
written notice to the other Party.

VII. Administration of the MOU

A. Approval. This MOU becomes effective upon signature by the authorized officials of
the BLM and the Cooperator.

B. Amendment. This MOU may be amended through written agreement of all
signatories to identify provisions relevant to a specific project.

C. Periods of Review. This MOU will be reviewed every 5 years to determine
applicability and whether a revision or amendment is necessary.

C. Termination. The BLM or Cooperator may terminate this MOU by providing 90 days
notice to the other party, providing that they consult during this period to seek agreement
on amendments or other actions that would avoid termination.
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VIII. Signatures

The Parties hereto have executed this MOU on the dates shown below.

State of Wyoming, by and through:

K, (] J/@/ il

T

Kari Jo Gray \- o
Chief of Staff, Govemor Mead

Bureau of Land Management, by and through:

ﬁ//ném /o/s/r

Donald Simpson, Date /
State Director, Wyoming Bureau of Land Management

State of Wyoming Attorney General’s Office
Approval as to Form

éw.w&s'fﬁ'(lg%d ?’ZD’(LIL

S. Jane Caton Date
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