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March 14, 2016

Mrs. Deb Lozinski

United State Forest Service
Bighorn National Forest
2013 Eastside 2™ St
Sheridan, WY 82801

Dear Mrs. Lozinski:

Following are the Wyoming Department of Agriculture (WDA) scoping comments pertaining to the Bighorn
National Forest’s (FS) proposal to thin small diameter conifer trees in previously harvested areas.

Our comments are specific to our mission: dedication to the promotion and enhancement of Wyoming’s
agriculture, natural resources and quality of life. As the proposed project could affect our industry, citizens
and natural resources it is important that you continue to inform us of proposed actions and decisions and
continue to provide the opportunity to communicate pertinent issues and concerns.

We support the FS’s proposal to thin small diameter trees. Scientific literature and existing silvicultural
practices show that thinning smaller trees not only allows for growth release in larger, adjacent trees, but
may also aid in strengthening remaining trees, improving their ability to fight off infection or infestation from
parasites and bark beetles® and increase resilience when faced with wildfire.>* Thinning can also provide for
additional understory growth and may increase forage for wildlife and livestock.** While we support
chipping, lopping and scattering, and mastication, we also believe there is a need to leave some felled trees
entirely intact. These intact felled trees can provide habitat® and nutrients over time to the forest floor.” The
FS should also consider removal of larger diameter trees (7-12” DBH} that are unhealthy or pose a safety risk.
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In conclusion, we support the proposal and thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

Director
DM/jb

CC:  Governor's Policy Office Wyoming Game and Fish Department
Wyoming Board of Agriculture Wyoming State Grazing Board
Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts Wyoming Stock Growers Association
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation

7 Fahey, T.J. Nutrient Dynamics of Aboveground Detritus in Lodgepole Pine (Pinus contora ssp. latifolia) Ecosystems, Southeastern
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