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Rock Springs, WY 82901 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Following are the Wyoming Department of Agriculture's (WDA) comments pertaining to the Environmental Assessment 
(EA) for the Adobe Town and Salt Wells Creek (ATSW) Herd Management Areas- Wild Horse Gather (WY-040-EA13-82). 

Our comments are specific to our mission: dedication to the promotion and enhancement of Wyoming's agriculture, 
natural resources, and quality of life. As wild horses affect our agriculture industry, our natural resources and welfare of 
our citizens, it's important you continue to inform us of proposed actions and decisions and continue to provide us the 
opportunity to express pertinent issues and concerns. 

We recognize the importance of managing wild horses within the ATSW Complex and adjacent lands to ensure an 
ecological balance between wild horse populations, wildlife, livestock and healthy rangelands exists. 

The WDA strongly supports the U.S. District Court ordered Consent Decree (dated April 3, 2013) with the Rock Springs 
Grazing Association (RSGA) and strongly encourages the BLM to fully implement the 2013 Consent Decree for the ATSW 
wild horse gather. 

The Consent Decree clearly states; "BLM agrees to remove all wild horses located on RSGA's private lands, including 
Wyoming Checkerboard lands ... " (Paragraph #1, page 4). In addition, the Consent Decree states; "If BLM determines, 
based on the results of any census and on projected reproduction rates, that the wild horse population in Adobe Town or 
White Mountain HMAs is likely to exceed the respective AML, the BLM shall adjust its annual work plan to gather and 
remove excess wild horses from the HMA(s) so that the population is reduced to the low end of AML. If BLM determines, 
based on the results of any census and on projected reproduction rates, that the population in the Checkerboard lands is 
likely to exceed 200 wild horses for Salt Wells/Adobe Town combined ... , the BLM shall prepare to remove the wild horses 
from the Checkerboard lands within the respective areas." (Paragraph 4, pages 5-6). 

The Consent Decree directs the BLM to remove all wild horses from the Checkerboard and all RSGA lands consisting of 
approximately 60% of the ATSW Complex. It is our concern that bringing the wild horse numbers only to the lower AML 
(861 wild horses) may cause additional management conflicts; by providing for a greater chance for wild horses to travel 
back onto the Checkerboard causing the BLM to reinitiate the removal of wild horses, or by having 861 remaining wild 
horses persist in the block federal landscape creating potential conflicts to range and aquatic resources. If the BLM 
continues moving forward with the Proposed Action, the WDA encourages the BLM adjust the AML downward to 
accommodate the reduction in lands available within the ATSW Complex (Checkerboard excluded). 
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We accept that the BLM has full discretion over the use of fertility control methods, however, we are disappointed in the 
range of alternatives not including a full analysis of all the available fertility control methods. The use of PZP alone is not 
enough to adequately address the reproduction rate of wild horses. We would continue to encourage the BLM to analyze 
the full suite of potential fertility control measures, including, SpayVac, spaying of mares, gelding of stallions and the 
creation of non-reproducing herds. The utilization of a combination of these fertility control measures needs to be 
analyzed and implemented in order for the BLM to fully address wild horse numbers and reduce the demand on short 
and long-term holding facilities. 

The WDA supports the EA's- Actions Common to Alternatives A and B to remove all wild horses located outside the 
ATSW HMAs. Adjacent lands to the ATSW HMAs should not bear the burden of maintaining wild horses on these lands. 

We are anticipating the initiation to amend the Rock Springs and Rawlins Field Offices Resource Management Plans 
(RMP) for wild horse management. A full analysis to change the HMA boundaries, change existing HMAs to Herd Areas, 
reduce existing AML numbers (may be 0) and change fertility control methods in accordance with the 2013 Consent 
Decree should provide long-term guidance and solutions to wild horse management in southwest Wyoming. 

We appreciate the BLM's acknowledgement of the 2013 Consent Decree and your efforts on developing the wild horse 
gather EA. 

Sincerely, 

~7~ 
Jason Fearneyhough 
Director 

JF/cw 

Cc: Governor's Policy Office 
Rocky Mountain Farmers Union 
Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts 
Wyoming Game & Fish Department 
Wyoming State Grazing Board 
Wyoming Stock Growers 
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Wyoming Board of Agriculture 
Rock Springs Grazing Association 


