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July 18, 2019

Patricia O’Connor

Forest Supervisor
Bridger-Teton National Forest
340 N. Cache / P.O. Box 1888
Jackson, WY 83001

Re: Wyoming Board of Agriculture’s (BOA) focus and priority on the re-issuance of domestic sheep AUMs
on the Bridger-Teton National Forest (BTNF) and the completion of the Partnership Agreement Form
for the Rangeland Health Assessment Program (RHAP).

Patricia,

The Wyoming BOA met April 8-9, 2019 to review and approve RHAP applications and address other action
items in front of the board. The RHAP program can be found in Wyoming Statutes § 11-2-207 and in WDA
Chapter 15-Rules. RHAP was established to provide for the development and use of credible data in the
assessment of Wyoming rangelands. The goal is to maintain or improve the economic viability of the livestock
grazing industry and its contribution to Wyoming’s economy. In addition, RHAP provides credible data to
assist federal land agencies in management decisions and completing National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) analysis.

The Wyoming BOA on a unanimous vote, during the April 9" BOA meeting, decided to provide a letter to the
BTNF and other interested parties that the Wyoming BOA strongly supports the BTNF in addressing,
completing and signing the monitoring and partnership agreement form needed to move forward with the
proposed Stewart Creek — Blind Trail Rangeland/Watershed RHAP project. The proposed project is of great
interest to the BOA and meets the intent of RHAP. It is of critical importance that this form be completed so
this work can be done.

In addition, BOA maintains a policy of No Net Loss of AUMSs for Wyoming’s livestock grazing industry on
Wyoming rangelands. With that said, we strongly encourage the BTNF re-issue recent vacant allotment AUMs
back to eligible livestock grazing producers. We strongly support the work the BTNF in addition to other
organizations that have committed to furthering the identification and prioritization of available vacant
allotments for re-issuance.

The Wyoming BOA encourages the BTNF work with the local Conservation Districts and the Wyoming
Department of Agriculture to begin the collection of current rangeland conditions and define ESDs on these
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allotments in order to re-issue these permits. The allotments have now been vacant since at least 2016 and it
is time to start the permit grant application process with those qualified permittees. These allotments need
to be re-issued to ensure the economic viability of our agriculture industry in addition to applying good
management strategies to this resource.

It is time we stop catering to a few individuals and groups and start supporting multiple use, approved forest
plan activities, and start supporting the agricultural industry and the local economies of the area.

Sincerely,

i

Shaun Sims
Wyoming Board of Agriculture — Chair
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cc: Wyoming Congressional Delegation
Wyoming Governor (Policy Office)
Doug Miyamoto — Director of Wyoming Department of Agriculture
Wyoming Stock Growers
Wyoming Wool Growers



