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September 1, 2016

Medicine Bow-Routt National Forests
Brush Creek/Hayden Ranger District
Attn: Melanie Fullman

2171 Highway 130

PO Box 249

Saratoga, WY 82331

Dear Ms. Fullman,

Following are the Wyoming Department of Agriculture’s (WDA) comments pertaining to Medicine Bow-Routt National
Forest’s (MBNF) Environmental Assessment (EA) and Alternatives for the West Side Snowy Range Travel Management
Project.

Our comments are specific to our mission within state government: dedication to the promotion and enhancement of
Wyoming’s agriculture, natural resources, and quality of life. As this project impacts our agriculture industry, our natural
resources, and the welfare of our citizens, we believe it is important you continue to inform us of proposed actions and
decisions and continue to provide us the opportunity to express pertinent issues and concerns.

WDA appreciates MBNF efforts to develop a revised road system on the West Side Snowy Range. There is a significant
amount of multiple-use throughout the year across the project area. We support truncating, closing, decommissioning,
and restoring roads in areas where sensitive resources are damaged from motor vehicles and off-highway vehicles. WDA
supports MBNF’s concerted efforts to ensure livestock grazing permittees will have administrative use of closed roads to
manage livestock, range improvements, and the allotment. Therefore, we do not have recommendations on specific
roads identified in the Proposed Action, with the exception of Road 261. We are aware of the public’s significant concern
regarding Road 261decommission. We believe the MBNF has not fully addressed the concerns and we strongly
recommend seeking more information and identification of solutions to address this particular road.

We urge MBNF to work closely with grazing permittees to identify newly unapproved roads near their grazing allotments
and where they have on-going damage to range improvements. WDA is aware of instances where fences are cut, gates
are continuously left open, stock tanks are shot, and in some cases, loss of livestock. We believe MBNF should consider
closing roads to the public in areas identified by grazing permittees where they experience property damage.

WDA strongly supports MBNF collaborating with interested agencies, organizations, and individuals to reclaim all closed
roads. Reclaiming these roads will reduce soil erosion, increase forage for livestock and wildlife, as well as reduce
continuance of unauthorized use by motorists.

We believe the MBNF EA lacks adequate history regarding the road densities across the area. We would support the
development of maps beginning 30 or 40 years ago to current. In addition to the maps, we believe it is important to
calculate total acreage or miles of land disturbed for road development. The additional information is important to
capture and include in the analysis, as they are direct impacts through a loss of forage for livestock and wildlife.
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In conclusion, we support ongoing communication with Cooperating Agencies to review changes to the EA and
incorporate adaptive management language to increase flexibility. We appreciate the opportunity to comment. If you
have any questions, please contact Justin Williams, Senior Policy Analyst at 307-777-7067.

Sincerely,
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Doug Miyamoto
Director
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