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To Whom It May Concern,

The following comments from the Wyoming Department of Agriculture (WDA) pertaining to Docket No. 2009-0083,
Brucellosis Class Free States and Certified- Brucellosis Free Herds; Revisions to Testing and Certification Requirements.

Our comments are specific to our mission: dedication to the promotion and enhancement of Wyoming’s agriculture,
natural resources, and quality of life. As these proposed rule changes affect our agriculture industry, our natural
resources, and the welfare of our citizens, it is important you continue to inform us of the success or failure of these
proposed rule changes and to continue to provide us the opportunity to express pertinent issues and concerns.

The WDA has long recognized a need for revision to the Testing and Certification Requirements of Brucellosis Class Free
States and Certified Brucellosis-Free Herds. The present program fails to adequately address issues facing dairy herds, as
well as, cattle and bison producers outside of the three state area that still has a brucellosis-affected wildlife population.
We realize that until the last remaining brucellosis-affected wildlife herd is eliminated there is a potential risk to all
cattle and bison producers.

In addition, the WDA agrees with APHIS that new rules should be identified and adopted allowing for more effective
testing and certification. Rules should be in cooperation with federal and state veterinarians, federal and state wildlife
agencies and federal and state agriculture agencies, and more easily identify Class Free States and Certified-Brucellosis
Free Herds.

The WDA agrees regulation 9 CFR part 51 has been beneficial to producers electing to depopulate their herds.

WDA supports the concept that due to changing social values, depopulation of an entire herd is currently a less
acceptable alternative. Changes are needed allowing APHIS to evaluate infected herds on a case by case basis and
identify if the test and removal of infected animals is the best practice, or if there is a need to depopulate the entire
herd.

WDA realizes in western Wyoming, due to our producers having to use public land grazing in the spring and summer,
quarantine is not always an option, and it becomes necessary to depopulate. It is crucial to have funding available for
producers and pay fair market value for livestock when there is no choice but to depopulate the herd.

WDA agrees there is a need to change requirements for maintaining Class Free Status. We support the following
concepts for a state or area in maintaining its Class Free Status:
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Affected herds are maintained under quarantine.

A herd plan has been implemented for each infected herd to prevent the spread of brucellosis.

The cattle or bison under quarantine are periodically tested for brucellosis as required by the Administrator and
all animals testing positive are removed and destroyed until there is no evidence of brucellosis in the herd.

The state conducts surveillance adequate to detect brucellosis if it is present in other herds or species.

States having a brucellosis infected wildlife population develop and implement a brucellosis management plan
with coordination from the United States Forest Service (USFS), Bureau of land Management (BLM), state Game
and Fish Agencies and the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USF&WS) reducing the exposure between
wildlife and cattle/bison.

APHIS develops new testing requirements for states without B.bortus infected wildlife herds and five years or
more of Class Free Status.

A Herd Blood Test shall include testing for all sexually intact cattle and bison six months of age and older.
Changes in dairy herd testing include any new official brucellosis milk test approved by the Administrator.

The record keeping requirement for intermediate handling facilities be extended from one to two years.
Immediate action is warranted to remove requirements that present an obstacle to effectively managing the
brucellosis program.

WDA strongly supports APHIS Bovine Brucellosis Program regulations in 9 CFR 78, allowing states with wildlife infected
with B. abortus to create management areas in high risk zones, while the remainder of the state retains Class Free
Status. Wyoming has in place a management plan including historical and scientific data. The plan has a proven record
in preventing the spread of Brucellosis.

In conclusion, we appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Revisions to Testing and Certification Requirements for
Brucellosis Class Free Status and Certified Brucellosis-Free Herds. We encourage continued attention to our concerns
and look forward to hearing about and being involved in proposed actions and decisions.

Sincerely,
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ason Fearneyough

Director
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CC: Governor's Planning Office
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