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The Wyoming Department of Agriculture is dedicated to the promotion and enbancement of Wyoming's agriculture, natural resources and quality of life.
April 8, 2011

Cherette Mastny — Rangeland Management Specialist
Bureau of Land Management

Rock Springs Field Office

280 Highway 191 North

Rock Springs, WY 82901

Dear Ms. Mastny:

Following are the comments of the Wyoming Department of Agriculture (WDA) pertaining to the Bureau of Land Management’s
(BLM) - Healthy Land Initiative (HLI) to develop the Schram #1 water well on the Highway-Gasson Allotment.

Our comments are specific to our mission: dedication to the promotion and enhancement of Wyoming’s agriculture, natural
resources, and quality of life. As this proposed project affects our agriculture industry, our natural resources, and the welfare of our
citizens, it’s important you continue to inform us of proposed actions and decisions and provide us the opportunity to express
pertinent issues and concerns.

The WDA supports the HLI to manage natural resources at a landscape level and restore and conserve natural resources at an
accelerated pace, while maintaining multiple uses. We also appreciate the BLM’s efforts to build partnerships with livestock grazing
permittees and private landowners in the project area to focus on multiple uses, such as livestock grazing, farming, recreation,
energy development, historic values and wildlife habitats.

The proposed Schram #1 water well will assist with the distribution of livestock on the allotment, while providing a quality water
source for wildlife and wild horses. The water well should be designed to create the best benefit for as many resources as possible.

Decisions in the proposed EA should allow BLM officials, grazing permittees and private landowners the opportunity to continue
working cooperatively on the HLI. Flexibility to make the best site-specific, case-by-case decisions in the best interests of the
affected resources and citizens should be addressed.

In conclusion, the WDA supports the BLM’s HLI and principles of multiple use and sustained yield of our nation’s resources and
appreciates the opportunity to comment on the scope of the proposed project. We encourage continued attention to our concerns
and we look forward to hearing about and being involved in proposed actions and decisions.

Sincerely,

L=l

Jason Fearneyhough

Director
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CC: Governor’s Planning Office Wyoming Wool Growers Association
Wyoming Game and Fish Department Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
Wyoming Board of Agriculture Wyoming State Grazing Board
Wyoming Stock Growers Association Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts
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