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The Wyoming Department of Agriculture is dedicated to the promotion and enhancement of Wyoming's agriculture, natural resources and quality of life.

August 22, 2011

Mr. Craig Bobzien, Forest Supervisor
Black Hills National Forest

Attn: MPB Response Project

1019 N. 5" Street

Custer, SD 57730-8214

Dear Mr. Bobzien:

Following are the Wyoming Department of Agriculture’s (WDA) comments pertaining to the Scoping
Notice for the Mountain Pine Beetle (MPB) Response Project in the Black Hills National Forest (BHNF).

Our comments are specific to our mission: dedication to the promotion and enhancement of Wyoming's
agriculture, natural resources, and quality of life. As this proposed project affects our agriculture industry,
our natural resources, and the welfare of our citizens, it’s important you inform us of proposed actions and
decisions and continue to provide us the opportunity to express pertinent issues and concerns.

This project will temporarily impact grazing permittees, agriculture producers, landowners, and other
citizens, as well as our natural resources, both in and near this 325,000-acre project area. For these
reasons, we are making the following comments.

We support efforts to manage the increasing MPB populations in Wyoming. Treatments focused on
removing trees infested by MPB throughout the BHNF and in wildland urban interface areas will
potentially decrease catastrophic fire events and will decrease impacts to the ecosystem. These efforts
will, in turn, decrease impacts to livestock grazing management and livestock grazing permittees.

Following are some specific individual effects of the proposed treatments upon livestock grazing the BHNF
should analyze: introduction and spread of noxious weeds, impacts of modified roads, and other
detrimental social and economic impacts upon livestock operators and livestock management operations.

We strongly encourage BHNF officials to work with all livestock grazing permittees and private landowners
who may potentially be affected by this project. We request the duration of time needed before grazing
can occur on treated areas be evaluated on a case-by-case basis in cooperation with the grazing
permittees. Managed livestock grazing is encouraged at the first feasible opportunity.

Decisions in the proposed plan should allow BHNF officials, grazing permittees and private landowners the
opportunity to work cooperatively. Flexibility to make the best site-specific, case-by-case decisions that
are in the best interest of the affected resources and citizens throughout the life of this project should also
be addressed.
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We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the scope of the proposed actions. We encourage
continued attention to our concerns and we look forward to hearing about and being involved in proposed
actions and decisions.

Sincerely,

Jason Fearneyhough
Director
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CC: Governor’s Policy Office
Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts
Wyoming Board of Agriculture
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
Wyoming Game and Fish Department
Wyoming Stock Growers Association
Wyoming Wool Growers Association



