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February 2, 2011 

BLM Privacy Office 
1849 C Street, NW., 725 LS 
Washington, DC 20240 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Following are the Wyoming Department of Agriculture's (WDA) comments pertaining to the Notice to Amend an 
Existing System of Records; Privacy Act of 1974; as Amended (Amendment) by the Department of the Interior, Bureau 
of Land Management (BLM). This decision would make available for public disclosure the names and addresses of 
livestock grazing permittees without the consent of the grazing permittee to whom the record pertains. 

Our comments are specific to our mission: dedication to the promotion and enhancement of Wyoming's agriculture, 
natural resources, and quality of life. As this proposed Amendment affects our agriculture industry, our natural 
resources, and the welfare of our citizens, it's important you continue to infonn us of proposed actions and decisions and 
continue to provide the opportunity to express pertinent issues and concerns. 

The WDA opposes the recent decision to publish grazing pennittee names and addresses. There are several Supreme 
Court, circuit court and federal district court cases which have recognized that individuals have a privacy interest in 
avoiding the unlimited disclosure of their names and addresses. Specifically, the United States District Court for the 
District of New Mexico, in Forest Guardians v. United States Forest Service, No. 1:99-cv-00615-JAP-KBM (D. New 
Mexico Jan. 12, 2001), previously detennined that individual names on government documentation fall well within 
exemption six of the Freedom of Infonnation Act. The release of grazing pennittee names and addresses may cause 
significant harassment to grazing pennittees. Because of this, the BLM should withdraw its notification in 249 FED. 
REG. 82061 (December 29,2010). 

In conclusion, the WDA does not support the Amendment to the BLM's Range Management System and we 
respectfully request that the BLM reconsider its decision to make available for public disclosure the names and 
addresses of grazing pennittees without the consent of the grazing pennittee to whom the record pertains. We 
appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Amendment and associated actions. We encourage continued attention to 
our concerns and look forward to hearing about and being involved in future proposed actions and decisions. 
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CC:	 Governor's Planning Office Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation 
Guardians of the Range Wyoming Game and Fish Department 
Rocky Mountain Farmer's Union Wyoming State Grazing Board 
WY Association of Conservation Districts Wyoming Stock Growers Association 
Wyoming Board of Agriculture Wyoming Wool Growers Association 
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