November 30, 2009

Report from the Bureau of Land Management : Climate Change Task Group

The BLM is addressing climate change in its ongoing land use plans under the guidance
from national headquarters on incorporating climate change discussions and decisions in
the land use planning process.

At the field office level, BLM continues to work with grazing permittees to make
considerations and management decisions for drought periods even when not currently in
a drought situation.

In fiscal year 2010, the BLM national office has infused $ 4 million into its Soil, Water
and Air program budget to address and work on climate change issues, there will be four
directive categories that the funding can be used for:

1. Regional assessments: the first regional assessment for climate change affects will be
directed towards the southwest states.

2. Adaptation strategies: This directive is still being detailed but will focus on how
vegetative communities are adapting to climate change and any related BLM
management adjustments.

3. Native seed: There continues to be a shortage of native seed sources and suppliers that
are needed for ongoing restoration work as a result of large fire events and other surface
disturbing activities on public lands.

4. Project account: Part of additional future allocations will be used to set up a project
account that will for BLM states to apply for project funding to pursue climate change
projects or partnerships in their individual states.

Several climate change projects were submitted to the BLM State Office in
Cheyenne from District and Field Offices, these will be forwarded to headquarters
in D.C. on November 30, 2009 for final ranking and funding. Most of these projects
involve floral, fauna and climate monitoring and some habitat improvements.
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