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HISTORY OF STATE FUNDING FOR CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 
 
1987 

• State legislature sunset local Conservation District state funding and gave authority to Districts to seek 
up to 1 mill levy 

• $354,000 was received by Districts with a base allocation to each district 
 
1988 

• WDA and WACD worked on funding package with more accountability built in for state funding  
• Legislature continued to fund Districts $350,000 – this appropriation has continued to date 

 
1990 

• WDA and local Districts established a new state funding process whereby Districts would submit grant 
proposals for specific projects  

• WACD Board of Directors review and rank proposals.  Proposals are then reviewed by the Board of 
Agriculture 

• Districts can obtain $4000 biennium base appropriation if they meet certain criteria 
 
1998 

• Due to the TMDL issue and necessity for Wyoming to collect credible data to assess water quality, state 
funding proposal was developed and funded by the state legislature for $375,000. This funding was 
utilized to train, equip, and provide for lab analysis for local Districts to build their capacity to collect 
credible water quality data.  This program was implemented through a partnership of WACD, WDA, 
University of Wyoming, Department of Environmental Quality, US Geological Survey, and NRCS.  The 
funding was appropriated through the WDA from Water Development Commission account. 

 
2000 

• State Water Quality funding of $375,000 was included as a standard line item in WDA budget from the 
1998 appropriation.  WDA allocated these funds statewide on a grant type basis with review and 
selection conducted by the Wyoming Board of Agriculture (BOA).  

2002 
• Due to continued and increased need to address water quality issues statewide, WACD again developed 

a state funding proposal for the water quality program.  The $675,000 funding request was appropriated 
by the legislature.  The funds are allocated to Districts via a grant application process for up to $20,000 
to address 303(d) listed (impaired/threatened) waters, lab analysis allocation, equipment purchases, 
maintenance and upgrades, and reimbursement for training per diem and mileage and cost of instructors 
and materials.  As well, $75,000 was allocated to retain additional Data Analysis and Interpretation 
assistance for local Districts. 
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2005  
• Due to the administrative burden and time consuming process of the grant application/management 

process for the base funding of $354,000, the allocation criteria was modified from a grant process to a 
straight allocation process to districts if they met certain annual requirements.  Each district was 
allocated a base annual appropriation starting July 1, 2006. 

 
2006 

• The Districts requested an increase of $246,000 in their base appropriation.  This was passed by 
Legislature and raised the total base appropriation for the biennium to $600,000.  Beginning July 1, 
2006 each district was allocated a base appropriation of $8823.52 annually if they meet the adopted 
criteria.  

 
2008 

• Guidelines & Criteria for reimbursement to Districts of lab analysis, training and equipment funds 
(Attachment A) was approved for implementation July 1, 2008 out of a need to clarify what 
expenditures were applicable for this area of funding. 

• Water Quality Grant Criteria for Amendments and Extensions (Attachment D) was adopted for 
implementation July 1, 2008 to provide a clear understanding for both WDA personnel and 
Conservation Districts on when an amendment or extension should be requested and to identify the lead 
time necessary for the approval process. 

• Natural Resources and Policy staff developed a Standard Operating Procedure in August 2008 for Water 
Quality Grants to improve efficiencies and insure quality assurance and quality control for 
accountability purposes. Includes the process and who is responsible for each component of new grants 
and contracts, review and finalization of grant reports and grant extension and amendments.  

 
2009 

• Revision and development of WQ templates with examples was created to create consistency and reduce 
redundancy between original applications and reports, inclusive of templates and examples of cover 
pages, budgets, milestone charts for both interim and final reports. 

 
2010 

• The BOA reviewed the ranking process for water quality grants in conjunction with WACD Board and 
recommendations. The WACD Board will provide BOA with a small paragraph explaining WACD 
recommendations to support or not support each grant. (Water Quality Ranking /RFP: BOA Meeting 
Minutes, February 2010) 

• The WDA clarified the timeline regarding spending lab funds. Districts holding receipts until the latter 
part of the biennium made it difficult to track and spend remaining lab funds. All districts must finalize 
and report plans to have their allocations spent no later than March of the even numbered years in the 
biennium to provide WDA adequate time to reallocate remaining funds.   
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STATE FUNDING TIMELINE 
 
 
APRIL/MAY  

• WDA issues request for proposals (RFP) for state water quality grant applications beginning in April 
of even numbered years. 

• WACD Board reviews, ranks and recommends applications to BOA for final review and approval. 
• Remaining Lab Funds are reallocated at the end of each biennium (even numbered years) 

  
JUNE/JULY  

• WDA Board reviews and makes final decision for approval of first round of water quality funds 
• WDA issues vouchers for state Base Funding appropriation 

 
JULY 

• Districts develop annual reports, annual plans, budgets, etc.  
 
AUGUST 

• Districts submit financial requirements for Base Funding no later than August 31 each year. 
 
OCTOBER 

• WDA sends districts the RFP for a second time for remaining water quality funds (if available).  
 
DECEMBER 

• WACD reviews second RFP water quality grant applications. 
• Districts submit remaining information required for base appropriation criteria by December 31 to 

receive the next fiscal year’s base funding  
 
JANUARY 

• WDA staff provide final report of base funding compliance to BOA 
 
FEBRUARY  

• Legislature convenes budget session, state funding included as line item in WDA budget (Even 
numbered years) 
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FY 11-12 Conservation District Water Quality Funding 
  $1,601,738 .00 
 
 
Objective 1 - Watershed technical assistance 
 Total $326,738 Contract between WDA and WACD 
Objective 2 – Water Quality Grants to Districts  
 Total $450,000 Direct grants to districts from WDA  
Objective 3 - Water Quality Lab Analysis, Training and Equipment 
 Total $185,000 
 WDA retains $40k for the lab and the remainder reimbursable to districts 

 ($4,264/district for the biennium) 

Objective 4 - Training & Certification  
 Total $40,000 
 Contract between WDA and WACD – WACD subcontracts with UW 
 

FY 11-12 Conservation Base Funding 
 

Total for Biennium $600,000 
 Each of the 34 Districts receives $17,647 broken out to $8,823.50 per year if base 
funding documentation criteria deadlines are met. 
Vouchers from the WDA are made and sent to the Districts for signatures. 
 
NOTE: Funding Sources 

• $600,000 for base funding comes from the General Fund 
• $675,000 of the water quality funding comes from the Water Development Funds 
• $326,738 of the water quality funding comes from the General Fund 
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Supplemental Documents Attached: 
 

1) Guidelines for lab, equipment and training funds……(Attachment A) 
2) Intent to use lab funds form (Attachment B) 
3) Lab Funds Biennium timeline (Attachment C) 
4) Water Quality Grant Criteria for Amendments and Extensions (Attachment D) 
5) WQ grant RFP information (Attachment E) 
6) WACD criteria ranking sheet (Attachment F) 
7) Sample motion sheet (Attachment G) 
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Attachment A 
Guidelines for lab, equipment and training funds 
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Attachment B 
Intent to use lab funds form 
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Attachment C 
Lab Funds Biennium Timeline 
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Attachment D 
Water Quality Grant Criteria for Amendments and Extensions 
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Attachment E 
WQ Grant RFP Information 
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Attachment F 
WACD Criteria Ranking Sheet 
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Attachment G 
Sample Motion Sheet 
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