
Agriculture On Open SpaceAgriculture On Open Space
Feeding the World and Our Neighbors

Boulder County Parks and Open Spaces
david bell
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 “The future of Wyoming agriculture rests on our ability to 

engage the next generation of farmer, ranchers and agribusiness 

innovators.  The strong participation by knowledgeable and 

enthusiastic young people in the 2011 AgriFuture Conference 

left me with  sense of comfort and hope regarding our future.” 

  Jim Magagna
  Wyoming Stock Growers Association 
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U.S. Meat Export Federation
greg hanes
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 “We must remember what we are here to accomplish. In 
time, agriculture will face the challange of feeding an ignorant 
world, but it must first overcome the domestic war fought 
between its own producers.”

      Kyle Thoman      University of Wyoming33



don Collins
Western Research Institute

34



35



36



37



38



 “I enjoyed the opportunity to exchange views and learn 
from so many various representatives from agriculture.  I have 
gained some ideas and financial opportunities to explore in my 
ag adventure.  It was a great experience and I look forward to 
next years conference.”  

      Bren Lieske      Bren’s Hens39



Milton geiger
Wyoming Cooperative Extension Service
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Margaret Fogarty
Farm Credit
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PatriCk ZiMMerer
Table Mountain Vineyards
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kiM Cullen
K2 Red Angus
 An Ag degree does not limit you, it only gives you 
opportunities. What you make of those opportunities is up to you!
 Some of the things I have done with mine:
  Federal Beef processors – Fargo, ND
  Cow Country Genetics – Cody, WY
  UW Co Extension – Douglas, WY
  K2 Genetics, Alta Genetics, Genex Beef - started in 1999
  K2 Red Angus - started in 1999
  South Street Rentals, LLC - 2008
  Espress…OH!, LLC – 2009
  Farming - started in 2011
 1.  Realize it is not just the degree but everything you do before and after that can be an asset to 
your future. 
 An Ag degree is not the end point… but is could be seen as the end of the beginning. All your 
experiences up to this point add up that beginning. Growing up, maybe working in Ag as a kid, your schooling 
and other activities will all be valuable to your future and what you can to with your degree
 2.  The best job is one with learning potential.
 I encourage you to look at what you can learn from a job, what you can gain from the experience. Your 
first job out of college will not be your end point… even if you stay at the same job your whole career…. You 
will grow in it and change. When you are first getting out of college and receive the first paycheck after the lean 
college year, the dollar signs look pretty nice. But I would say the learning experience of these jobs is far more 
valuable and will ultimately lead you farther toward your goals in life.  
 3. Do something you are passionate about… or do many things you are passionate about!    
 - When you choose to do something that you are passionate about, it will show in the quality of work, 
the sincere commitment, the ultimate success of your career or business.
 - Do many things… Don’t be afraid to try different things. Off the wall completely unrelated things. If 
you are passionate about it, that is the foundation that makes them all worthwhile.   
 - For example, cows are my first love and I have built two businesses that center on cattle. Espresso was 
another, so I built another business around that. The challenge of quality and customer service that will get a 
customer to pay $4-5 for a cup of coffee… and smile about it!
 4.  Keep learning!!!
 This is the single most important thing you can do with your Ag degree and your future. When I was 
getting ready for college and filling out scholarship applications, one of my favorite phrases was that I wanted 
to gain from my education the ability to continue learning throughout my life. Little did I know, I was actually 
right! To tell you the truth, I didn’t even take it that seriously. I just thought it fit well for my purpose. I thought 
I knew a lot… most of which turned out wrong. And the things I didn’t even realize I knew turned out to be the 
most important.  
 Learn from work, people you encounter every day, experts in a field, customers, educators, seminars and 
continuing education, magazines, books, Audio books, etc… Basically if something interests you, find a way to 
learn about it. If you don’t know the answers, look for them. If you are stuck in one place, find something new 
to learn about. If you think you know all you need to on a subject, challenge yourself to new levels and find a 
way to learn more. Because your Ag degree and all you have done leading up to it, does give you the ability to 
keep learning the rest of your life.
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troy randall
TR Custom Wicking
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The Catcher of the Rye
by Matt Cox, Wyoming Business Council

 Troy Randall has been fostering an entrepreneurial spirit since his junior high school days in Pine Bluffs, 
and now as a junior at the University of Wyoming, Randall is a journeyman in the ways of small business
 The 22 year-old is the proud principal of TR Custom Wicking, a rye wicking service operating in 
southeastern Wyoming and the Nebraska panhandle. Randall started his company in 2004 as a way to earn extra 
money in the summers , but seven years later, TR Custom Wicking is still going strong.
 Although rye wicking is a longstanding, traditional and necessary part of agriculture, Randall’s business 
model addresses a lack of the service in the southeastern prarie of Wyoming and the fields of the Nebraska 
panhandle.
 Rye wicking is very specific type of agricultural spraying that wheat growers inplement to remove 
common rye plants from their wheat fields. the process includes wiping a mixture of chemicals and water over 
the wheat fields when the rye hits its bloom stage – when the rye has grown about a foot above the wheat – to 
make sure the chemical only is transferred to the taller rye, thus not affecting the wheat.
 “I operate the entire business,” said Randall. “From the actual wicking in the fields to marketing and 
finances, it’s essentially a one-man show.”
 However, Randall employs a friend or two during the wicking season – beginning in late may and 
ending mid-July – if the workload calls for it, and as all young business people often do, Randall’s dad Donn 
has supported him since the very beginning helping anyway needed.
 When Randall was in eighth grade, he bought his first wicker cart. His business quickly expanded so 
much that he purchased a second wicker cart and a second four-wheeler to handle the workload.
 “I have always advertised in the local papers before the wicking season really gets going,” he said. “But 
word-of-mouth has really helped build a strong customer base.”
 This growth stems from Randall’s work ethic, reputation and integrity, and over the years he’s honed his 
on-the-field and off-the-field skills to maximize his service while minimizing costs.
 His business really took off once he started using a retro-fitted spray coupe to wick with, he said.
 “I purchased a used spray coupe and then designed a system to convert it into a wicker by desiging 
and building all the components myself,” he said. “This has decreased my downtime and increased my 
productivity.”
 As far as future plans for his business, Randall says he’d love to grow it and continue working with it, 
but as it is strictly a summer activity, he can manage while he’s still a college student.
 “Wicking is not a full-time business,” he said. “After I graduate from college, I would still like to do it 
when I can.”
 Randall’s past is in agriculture, and as an Agriculture Business major at UW, his future is in agriculture, 
so when he offers advice to other young folks in Wyoming interested in agriculture, it would do those well to 
listen:
 “I would say that today, more than ever, opportunities are out there to be successful in agriculture, so 
don’t hold back and make the most of it,” he said. “If you have an idea – go for it.”


