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April 30, 2014 

Bureau of Land Management 

Rock Springs Field Office 
Attn: Robert Price, Rangeland Management Specia list 
280 Highway 191 North 
Rock Springs, WY 82901 

Dear Mr. Price : 

Following are the Wyomi ng Depart ment of Agricu lture' s {WDA) comments pertaining to Rock Springs Bureau of Land 
Management Fie ld Office's {RSFO) Scoping Notice fo r an Environmental Assessment {EA) to construct a pasture 
division fence on Prospect Mountain Allotment . 

Our comments are specific to our mission wit hin state government: dedication to the promotion and enhancement of 

Wyom ing's agriculture, natural resources, and qual ity of life. As this project impacts our agriculture industry, our 
natura l reso urces, and th e we lfare of our citizens, we believe it is import ant you continue to inform us of proposed 
actions and decisions including petitions, appea ls, and objections, and continue to provide us the oppo rtuni ty to 

express pert inent issues and concerns . 

The WDA su pports the Proposed Action, which includes the const ruction of a pasture fence in Pasture B of Prospect 
Mountain Al lotment . The permittees, RSFO, Sublette County Conservation District, and Wyoming Game and Fish 

Department have extensive ly discussed the location and purpose of the proposed fence . Not only wil l the fence 
provide better distribution of livestock in Prospect Mountain, it wi ll also help achieve long-term management goals 

and objectives to meet Rangeland Heath Standa rds and Guidelines for upland and riparian vegetation as well as 
wildlife . 

Permittees strive to meet Proper Funct ioning Condition on riparia n areas and wet meadows. The addition of this 
pasture division fence will alleviate pressure on ripa rian areas, which may also benefit sage-grouse with broods 
during spring and summer months. Upland vegetat ion is often underutilized due to the season- long access to riparian 
areas. This fe nce along w ith on-goi ng efforts to develop water wel ls in the allotment will more evenly utilize upland 
vegetation, provide adequate nesting cover for sage-grouse, and winter forage for mule deer and pronghorn. 

In addit ion, the WDA encourages the RSFO to consider the followi ng Lay-down Fence Alternative, developed in 
coordination with t he permittees and the WDA. The Alternative wi ll utilize the Proposed fence location identified in 
the Scoping Document. However, the following should be considered: 

• Make al l fence wi ldlife friendly . 

• Study the migration route of the mule deer for two yea rs. 

• Identi fy potential crucial/high use fence cro ssing areas. Specific locations will be identified in coo rdination 
with t he Wyoming Game and Fish Depart ment, RSFO and permittees. 

• In ident ified crucia l/high use fence crossing areas, place lay-down fence in site specific locations to assist 
mule deer in their annual migration . 
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We encourage RSFO to continue cooperative monitoring of vegetation w ith livestock grazing permittees, and believe 
it is important to monitor vegetat ion to identify changes and t rends across the allotment following the fence 
installation . 

In conclus ion, we support the request to construct a pasture division fe nce on the ana lyzed allotment and look 
forward to continued cooperation on proposed actions and decisions . 

Sincerely, 

d~k~ 
~yJason Fearneyhough 

Director 

JF/jw 

CC: Gove rnor' s Policy Office 
Wyoming Board of Agriculture 
Wyoming Stock Growers Association 
Wyoming Wool Growers Association 
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation 
Wyoming State Grazing Board 
Wyoming Associa t ion of Conservation Districts 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department 
Elle n Richie & Sons 
Mid land Dunton Sheep Company 




