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January 14, 2011

Phil Cruz, Forest Supervisor

Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest and Thunder Basin National Grassland
2468 Jackson Street

Laramie, WY 82070

Subject: Public Scoping Comment for Medicine Bow-Routt National Forests and Thunder Basin
National grassland Invasive Plant Management Environmental impact Statement.

Dear Phil Cruz:

Following are the Wyoming Department of Agriculture’s (WDA) comments pertaining to the
Public Scoping Notice to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for invasive plant management in the Medicine Bow-Routt
National Forests and the Thunder Basin National Grassland (MBRTB).

Our comments are specific to our mission: dedication to the promotion and enhancement of
Wyoming’s agriculture, natural resources, and quality of life. As invasive plants and plant
management may affect our agriculture industry, our natural resources, and the welfare of our
citizens, it's important we are kept informed of proposed actions and decisions and continue to
be provided the opportunity to express pertinent issues and concerns.

The WDA supports all efforts by the MBRTB to manage invasive plant species within its
boundaries and prevent the establishment of new invasive plant species from occurring. A shift
from native vegetation to invasive plant species has the potential to alter wildlife habitats,
decrease available forage for wildlife and livestock, decrease species diversity, and potentially
create undesirable monocultures.

The WDA encourages the MBRTB to allow for as much flexibility in the use of adaptive
management for the management of invasive plants. This includes adjusting management or
treatment techniques to allow for the newest approved management and treatment
techniques available.

We strongly recommend a detailed weed monitoring program. Monitoring should not only help
in determining when adaptive management should be implemented, but should also closely
monitor existing infestations to ensure they are not spreading. This should include working
cooperatively with the local Weed and Pest Districts.
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We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the scope of the proposed EIS. We encourage
continued attention to our concerns, and we look forward to hearing about and being involved
in future proposed actions and decisions.

Sincerely,

/m e

son Fearneyhough
Director

JF/cw

CC:  Governor’'s Planning Office
Wyoming Game and Fish Department
Wyoming Board of Agriculture
Wyoming Stock Growers Association
Wyoming Wool Growers Association
Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation
State Grazing Board

Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts
Weed and Pest Districts



